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Inside this issue: 

Our pilot small grant 
scheme continues to fund 
projects for residents to 
improve the thermal effi-
ciency of their homes, 
through insulation and heat-
ing e.g. wood stores, heat 
pumps, insulated flues, wall, 
roof and floor insulation 
etc. The rules have been 
recently reviewed and it was 
agreed that, within reason, 
there should be no annual 
limit on the number of ap-
plications per household. 
We would like to encourage 
you to apply for funding 
towards acceptable projects, 
no matter how large or 

small . We have already 
distributed a couple of   
thousand pounds which has 
hopefully improved the 
energy efficiency of your 
neighbours’ houses and 
reduced our carbon foot-
print. Why don’t you bene-
fit from this funding ? Any 
project can benefit you each 
and every year! Invest now 
for lasting benefit! 

To apply is very simple -
forms are available from 
our website and take a min-
ute to complete – just do it 
in advance of your project. 
To help give you ideas the 

£250 available has been 
used to part fund the instal-
lation of solar PV panels, to 
install multi-fuel stoves, 
install a modern energy 
efficient central heating 
boiler, to improve home-
insulation (where the En-
ergy Saving Trust had 
walked away describing the 
projects as “too small”), 
replacing end-of-life double 
glazing units, and for other 
smaller scale projects such 
as purchasing an eco-
composter, improving un-
der floor pipe lagging, and 
installing an energy efficient  
water pre-heater.  

The VRG was formed three or so years 
ago with the bulk of you, our members, 
joining in the autumn of 2009, paying £3 
for three years’ membership. We currently 
have 40% of our eligible residents as mem-
bers, a figure that greatly impresses and 
strengthens our negotiating hand with 
windfarm developers, assuming required 
planning consents have been received. 
This percentage of community engage-
ment is an eye-opener in the meetings we 
hold. Thank you for your support and giv-
ing us strong credibility when trying to get 
the best for our Community. More resi-
dents joining would help us build a vibrant 

and cohesive community.  Please encour-
age your neighbours to join! VRG has now 
decided that all those who have paid the 
initial £3 fee, and who remain resident in 
the community, should have their mem-
bership continued without further sub-
scription. New members are invited to join 
for an initial fee of £3 under these same 
terms. (See enclosed form which you can 
also use to update your contact details.)  
Being a member allows you to decide the 
policies, priorities and management of the 
charitable company. However, we are 
committed to work for the benefit of all 
Carron Valley residents regardless of 
membership. 
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VRG has discussed with potential 
windfarm developers whether, as part 
of community benefits arising if plan-
ning consent given, a carbon fibre /
wireless network could be developed 
for Carron Valley. Watch this space! 

Chinwags in the Marquee 

VRG wants to explore whether there is 
demand for bulk purchasing of chimney 
cleaning services. This could be a pilot for 
extending bulk purchase of LPG, wood 
fuel, solid fuel and oil, etc. If you are inter-
ested in sharing a chimney sweep fill in a 
contact form via the website or phone 
David Sparkes on 

 07980 301 503 

We intend to post you a questionnaire 
in June to gather information and opin-
ions. It would be appreciated if you 
would take the time to complete and 
return it. There will be a prize draw (a 
meal for two in a local restaurant of 
your choice) for a lucky respondent 
pulled from the hat of surveys re-
turned. The VRG intend to use it to 
expand its grant scheme and focus on 
larger projects, as well as to gather your 
views on issues that impact our area.  

The aim of the paper survey is to give 
us a better idea of what people think 
about living in the area, their concerns 
and attitudes, and how these have 
changed since the last community sur-
vey was done in 2009. The responses 
will be used to inform VRG policy and 
planning in the future, and will also 
help the Community Council in its pol-
icy making. 

Included with the initial survey will be 
an invitation for a professional energy 
assessor to carry out an in-depth home 
visit. This represents a very valuable 
opportunity for residents to get an up 
to date,   technically competent, and 
individually tailored assessment, along 
with detailed advice which will be used 
to create an action plan for reducing 
energy consumption. This will include 
an assessment of all energy efficiency 
measures and the best for micro gen-
eration technologies such as solar PV 
and hot water from ground source heat 
pumps, etc. Following the visit, each 
household will receive a detailed report 
which they can then use to target and 
prioritise their efforts most effectively, 
perhaps using the VRG small grants 
scheme to get started. When used in 
conjunction with the initial paper sur-
vey, this will also allow VRG to build 
up a database to support future pro-

jects - for example, if we know who is 
using oil to heat their houses, we auto-
matically know the people who are 
most likely to be interested in a group 
purchase scheme for heating oil.  

Do you want to get more involved in 
the renewables sector and maybe kick-
start a career in micro-generation or 
household energy efficiency? We are 
looking for any residents who may wish 
to get involved in this field so that 
there is a legacy of expertise available in 
the area at the end of the project. Tech-
nical training will be provided and will 
involve visiting households around the 
Carron Valley and District area to col-
late information and chat with resi-
dents, identifying appropriate energy 
efficiency options for their properties 
and budget.  Please get in touch with 
the Secretary (or any Director) for an 
initial informal discussion. 

Watch Out! - There’s a Survey About! 
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Ospreys are now regularly to be 
seen in the area. Three were cir-
cling above Howietoun fishery 
plus there have been numerous 
sitings at  Swans’ Water  fish 
farm and Carron reservoir. Many 
other seasonal birds are now re-
turning although they are proba-
bly as confused with the seasons are we all are. 

Friends Return 

Stirling and Clacks Council are promot-
ing a wireless based high speed broad-
band service for mainly rural areas, ini-
tially aimed at businesses, but ultimately 
also for domestic users. The provider 
will be Briskona and the initial phase 
will cover areas of Clacks and the 

Throsk/ Bandeath area of Stirling. It is 
hoped to roll it out eventually to other 
areas. The launch of the service will be 
in next few weeks. There is also due to 
be a Scottish Government announce-
ment shortly on funding for extending 
faster broadband to rural Scotland. 

Broadband 



providing details of the photograph, 
such as when and where it was taken, 
what it is of – in case we can’t tell! - 
and who took the photo. You could 
also suggest a caption or tag line for us 
to use with it. Please do not supply any-
thing that you consider is copy-
righted.... unless of course you are a 
budding photographer? Please read 
on.... 

Do you have a small business or enter-
prise that you wish to promote? Per-

Our newly revamped website is up and 
running. Please take a look and add it 
to your list of favourites! It is easier to 
update so we should be able to keep 
you better informed with the latest 
wind farm news and status of plans. 

Are you a budding photographer? We 
have a “Gallery” section that we would 
love to fill with your photographs from 
round and about the district. Please 
email them to us at:- 

bwilsonscotland@yahoo.com  

The current position with windfarms is 
as follows:- 

Craigengelt and Earlsburn - opera-
tional. 

Earlsburn North - consent granted but 
construction delayed for technical rea-
sons. 

Rullie - in planning process Falkirk 
Council. 

Craigannet - planning application 
lodged Stirling Council. 

Muirpark - consent refused by Stirling 
Council but likely to go to appeal. 

Cairnoch - scoping phase (pre-planning 
application). 

Darrach Hill – identified in study for 
Falkirk Council as possible site but not 
currently being pursued.  

An excellent map of existing and possi-
ble windfarms was included in the last 
Community Council newsletter and can 
also be viewed on our website. 

When a planning application has been 
lodged you can make your views 
known to the planning authority - Stir-
ling Council, with the exception of Rul-
lie, which is in Falkirk District. Submis-
sions can be made on-line. 

 

 

How the Wind is Blowing 
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haps you run a B&B, or do arts & 
crafts, or have a service you wish to 
provide for fellow residents? We can 
advertise  

FOR FREE  

for you in our “Small Ads” section on 
our web pages. We can add a brief de-
scription of what you do and list your 
contact details or link to your main 
website if you prefer. Get in touch 
about it. 

Next Open Day and more…. 
Get your diaries out and put in ‘Open 
Day’ for  Saturday, September 1st 2012. 
Following the success of last year’s 
event (apart from weather), we are 
planning a bigger and better one. There 
will be marquees with stalls and advice 
on renewables and energy efficiency, a 
BBQ, children’s entertainment, and 
other attractions currently being 
planned.  

The venue is Carron Bridge Hotel. 
Come and meet your neighbours and 
help us strengthen our community life. 
A special newsletter with the Open 

Day programme will be issued during 
the summer. There will also be a notice 
board for local businesses to advertise 
their services. 

The recent Fintry Open Day had a 
marvellous range of stalls for people 
selling crafts and local produce. If there 
is demand we could provide a marquee 
area for local people to display and sell 
their wares.  

Please contact Iain Macfarlane 

ibmacfarlane@gmail.com  

01786 812 201  

and leave a message to express an inter-
est.  

We could also provide at the Open 
Day an area for a car boot sale for a 
small number of local residents (but no 
dealers). Again contact Iain if you think 
you may be interested.  Space would be 
limited so would need to be pre-
booked. 

Ideas for how this event should be de-
veloped are very welcome. Contact us. 


