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Inside this issue: 

VRG launched its Small 
Grant Scheme in January 
with grants of up to 
£250 available for pro-
jects that comply with 
our aims and objectives. 
To date the following 
have been supported:- 

> Gas pre-heater to im-

prove energy efficiency 
of a boiler 
> Compost bin and wa-
ter butt 
> Double glazing 
> Pipe insulation 
> Projects for under 
floor insulation and cav-
ity wall insulation (where 
the Energy Saving Trust 

said the requirements 
were too small for them 
to undertake the work). 

We have been asked 
about increasing the level 
of award and, later in the 
Autumn, we will be re-
viewing the grant scheme 
in time for next year. 

Freebies! 
To qualify you need to 
keep reading! 

This year’s AGM will take place at the 
Main Hall in the Mayfield Centre, St 
Ninians on 10th Nov’11, 7.30pm. 
In order to be admitted to the Annual 
General Meeting we ask that you bring 
some form of Identification to ensure 
admission such as utility bill /
passport /driving licence.  

Should you be unable to attend the 
meeting in person, you may appoint 
someone as your Proxy.  You should 
complete the Proxy Vote form and 
return it to the Secretary by no later 
than 3rd Nov’11.  Any Proxy Vote re-
ceived after this date will be declared 
invalid. 

There are vacancies for Directors this 
year, and should you wish to put your-
self or someone else forward, then the 

application form (enclosed) must be 
submitted to the Secretary by 5th Oc-
t’11.  It must be completed in full.  In-
complete forms may be disallowed.  
Any application received after the 
above date, will be declared invalid. 

Should any member wish to raise a 
Special Resolution at the above meet-
ing, then this should be submitted in 
writing to the Secretary by no later 
than 3rd Nov’11.  In order to qualify as 
a Special Resolution, you will need at 
least 75% agreement of the member-
ship. 

If you have any queries on any of the above 
paperwork, you should contact the Secretary 
who will try to answer your questions. The 
documents for the AGM will be distributed 
nearer the date of the AGM. 

Small Grant Scheme 
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are lots of skills out there which 
could be shared for the 
benefit of all. We are fortu-
nate that the main obstacle 
is not lack of funds as is 
usually the case. It is en-
ergy and commitment that 
is needed. Please get in 
touch. 

If you have a project or the germ of 
an idea VRG would 
like to hear from 
YOU and, in collabo-
ration with the Com-
munity Council, try to 
bring it to fruition. 
This cannot be done 
unless people come 
and help us move forward. There 

You’re Needed 

Chinwags in the Marquee 

The Open Day showed there was 
real interest in developing a strong 
community spirit in the Carron Val-
ley area and enhancing the eco-
nomic, social and cultural life of its 
residents. Some priorities for the 
work of VRG were identified and 
these complement the results of the 
Community Council survey.  

ducers of jams, bakery, 
chutneys, and other 
local produce, etc.  

This is entirely specu-
lative at this point but, 
if there is encourage-

ment from the community, it 
could well be established as an 
annual, if not regular, event as 
it is in many other communi-
ties. Let us know what you 
think on this one.  

It was suggested following the  
Open Day that VRG might be able 
to host an event which allowed local 
people to display, promote and pos-
sibly sell arts and crafts. It might 
also be possible to extend such an 
event to involve gardeners and pro-

The Open day on 11th June was a 
great success despite 
both clashing with sev-
eral nearby events, and 
competing with a very 
unhelpful Mother Na-
ture. The Marquee was 
the setting for several 
stalls related to sustain-
ability and renewable energy. People 
attended from all over the area and 
several said it was just the kind of 
thing the community needed. There 

was a children’s entertainer and 
bouncy 
castle. 
The hotel 
catered 
brilliantly 
with the 
barbecue, 
and many 

thanks are due to the staff for pro-
viding the facilities, especially the 
marquee, which they supplied and 
erected. We will improve as we gain 

experience at this but, all in all, the 
concept and the venue demon-
strates that there is a community 
spirit to be fostered and we certainly 
aim to repeat it next year. 

Very many thanks to all the exhibi-
tors and to those who gave up their 
time both before and during the 
event.. Also  a BIG THANK YOU 
to those who braved the elements 
to attend. 

 

Open Day 

Your Community Needs You! 
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of historic sites. There is a strong 
case for a heritage trail with a guide-
book, maps of paths and interpreta-
tive signage. This is another exam-
ple of a project that could be pro-
moted and help give our community 
a distinctive identity. Anyone inter-
ested in taking this forward?  

There has been some press cover-
age recently about the poor state of 
De Graham’s grave in Falkirk and 
about creating a more fitting memo-
rial. His castle, a motte, occupies a 
commanding position N.W. of the 
Carron Reservoir. He died fighting 
with Wallace at the battle of Falkirk 
in 1298. Along with Kirk O’ Muir 
and Sauchieburn we host a number 

Russell Crowe visited Clanranald’s 
Dun Carron fort, lending the pro-
ject his support.  

On the weekend of October 7th-9th 
the car ‘Rally of Scotland’ will be 

holding stages in the Carron Valley 
forest. For information on that see  

www.rallyofscotland.com.  

These events all indicate the consid-
erable scope for developing leisure, 
sporting and tourist pursuits in the 
area, should that be felt desirable. 

It is not just wind farm developers 
that the wind blows in to our area.  

Earlier in the year a mountain bike 
event took place in the forest, and 
more recently we’ve had a major 
racing event in the forest. 

“There have been no accidents or 
environmental incidents 
and we’ve continued to 
develop close working 
relationships with land-
owners, local authorities 
and the local community. 
We’ve endeavoured to 
use, where possible, local 
resources and skills to 
carry out maintenance. 
We’ve made good progress in the 
implementation of site habitat man-
agement (fence erection, planting 

plans, bird surveys etc). In 2010 the 

wind farm produced over 43,784 
MWh (despite the whole of UK ex-
periencing an 18 year wind low). 

Despite a prolonged period of ex-
tremely cold weather, safe access to 
the site was maintained at all times. 
The farm availability was above 
forecast at 96.7% and we experi-
enced no major defects on site. On 
a slightly negative note the site did 
experience some minor vandalism 
to two of the turbines and also a 
small amount of petty theft. Thanks 
to great work by local police team, 
the vandals were quickly identified 
and brought to justice. Site security 
has been revised and upgraded.” 

Craigengelt Update (from Paul Mewse, Asset Manager GDF Suez) 

Sir John de Graham 

The World Comes to the Valley 
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VRG keeps a close eye on proposed wind farm devel-
opments both in our and adjoining areas. The Earls-
burn extension 9 turbine farm has not yet commenced 
construction. There appears to be 
air traffic issues. It is also not yet 
clear how community benefits 
from this development might be 
apportioned and administered.  

Muirpark’s application was ex-
tended for further research and 
we await news of when it will be 
progressed further.  

Craigannet is due to complete its 
impact assessment shortly.  

There is also a possible application pending from the 
partners of the Forestry Commission’s Partnership for 
Renewables, for the Cairnoch area of Forest. A public 
meeting is due to be held by the developers in the sec-
ond half of October-date and venue to be announced 

In addition there is a proposed wind farm being pro-
gressed through planning for Rullie Ridge, together 
with two possible developments either side of the Tak-

Me-Doon road.  

All of these raise issues regarding 
what community benefits would ac-
crue to our and other areas affected, 
and how these would be administered. 
They also span different planning au-
thorities.  

We co-operate in these matters with 
the Community Council. VRG, while 
neutral about the desirability or other-
wise of  any of these developments, is 
very alert to their implications for our 

area. We will be vigilant and pro-active, in ensuring if 
any gets consent then our community will get fair and 
just benefits. . 

Iain MacFarlane (VRG) and Craw-
ford Logan (CC) have been collabo-
rating to push forward improve-
ments to broadband access. Here is 
an update of Stirling Council’s ef-
forts to improve this, plus links to 
the business and household surveys 
they are running:-  

“We have had over 170 Business Panel 
members respond to a short online survey 
about broadband. If you have not yet com-
pleted this survey, please take a few min-
utes to do so. You will have done your bit 
to help Stirling Council obtain the funding 

which will help the implement the improve-
ments to broadband speed and accessibility 
that we need. And don’t forget, you can 
also complete the ‘residents’ survey if you 
live in the Stirling area. Clink on the link 
below to access and check your current 
broadband download and upload speeds.”  

http://www.stirling.gov.uk/
broadbandsurvey  

 There is a planned upgrade next 
year to the Denny exchange and 
improvements planned for Ban-
nockburn. We are seeking informa-

tion from BT about whether this 
promises any improvements for 
households remote from exchanges. 
We are also exploring contacts with 
other areas in Scotland experiencing 
similar broadband problems. If you 
think you can help VRG  identify 
how we could address this issue 
with research, technical advice, in-
vestment etc. contact Iain 
Macfarlane at:-    

      ibmacfarlane@gmail.com  

Broadband 

Blowing in the Wind 
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lished and which has already pro-
vided us with advice and informa-
tion.  

With 9 directors we have of course 
9 pairs of ears to the ground in our 
own separate networks, gleaning 

VRG has joined the Development 
Trusts Association Scotland and we 
have received useful advice on how 
we could develop.  

We have also joined Stirlingshire 
Development Trusts /Futures net-
work which has recently been estab-

information which may be of use to 
us sometime or other.  

Nevertheless, if you become aware 
of ideas, funding sources, or inter-
esting developments that might 
benefit the area, please get in touch. 
Fire us off a quick email about it or 
give us a call.  

of the assets of the area, to contain 
a listing of skills / trades / services, 
etc, etc.  

If you would like to tender for the 
chance to be our next webmaster, 
or know someone who would, ask 
the secretary for the forms.  The 
deadline’s not far away so don’t de-
lay. 

Our website was exactly what was 
needed when it was created back in 
the beginning. Now we need to be 
able to use it slightly differently; as a 
proactive location for communicat-
ing, as an archive of the stages of 
our development, possibly as a fo-
rum for the exchange of ideas and 
comments, perhaps as an inventory 

Simon Gooden of  Going Carbon 
Neutral Stirling ran a stall at the 
Open Day and has offered to help 
us develop our ideas for sustainabil-
ity and energy efficiency.  

It appears that all is not lost on the 
insulation front for older buildings 
of which we have many in the area. 
There are developments in the pipe-
line that allow, for example, insula-
tion behind lathe and plaster and we 

hope to be able to report further on 
this.  

The Board had a meeting with 
Simon and with James Heddinga at 
its last meeting to discuss micro-
renewables that might be relevant to 
our area. Possibilities discussed in-
cluded biomass and combined heat 
and power.  

We will be considering undertaking 
a feasibility study to took at the op-

portunities present in the area, and 
which might reasonably be taken 
forward at various times in the fu-
ture.  

In addition Simon is willing to come 
to households and discuss their par-
ticular power use issues. 

For information:- 

gcns@ksbscotland.org.uk  

www.valleyrenewables.co.uk 

Going Carbon Neutral Stirling 

Developing Trusts 

Website 
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www.valleyrenewables.co.uk 

Folks 

I hope you find this newsletter interesting and informative. I don’t 
think I have anything else to add, other than we remain totally 
committed to doing the very best we can for the Community with 
the resources we have.  

Many of you, when asked what skills you can contribute to the well 
being and development of the Valley area, will say you haven’t 
got any. Just make yourself known to me; I’m sure I can find some-
thing. It’s the willingness to get involved that’s important.  

If you’ve got an idea for a project, however, hair brained it might 
seem, make it known. Lots of people saying the same will make it 
difficult to ignore. We haven’t got a monopoly over good ideas. 

Anyway I look forward to seeing many (more) of you at the AGM 
in November. Let’s hope we don’t have to bring our shovels with us 
this year! 

Best regards 

 

Secy: Barbara Wilson 
2 Buckieburn 
Carronbridge 

Denny 
FK6 5JJ 

CONTACT DETAILS 

We’re not the only source. 

VRG is not the only source of 
funding. There are some no inter-
est loans schemes and Premium 
Payments ones on the go just now. 
Information can be found on:-  

http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/
Easy-ways-to-stop-wasting-energy/

Energy-saving-grants-and-offers/Grants-
and-Discounts-Database 

 

 

 

Oh yes the Freebies!  

We have a couple of dozen Free 
Eon TV Powerdown widgets. 
These help prevent you leaving 
your TV, Computer, etc, on 
standby, saving you power that 
costs you money.   

Get in touch if 
you missed the 
chance of getting 
yours at the Open 
Day. There’s no 
catch - they are 
FREE. 

Can’t fit Double Glazing? 

Perhaps you’ve got a listed build-
ing, or you can’t afford the replace-
ment costs. You can buy  DIY 
magnetic secondary double glazing 
kits. See:- 

http://www.magnetick.co.uk 

and  

http://www.diyplas.co.uk 

and 

http://www.foxdiy.co.uk 

Etc, etc, etc 

01324 822 717 
bwilsonscotland@yahoo.com 

THE BOARD 
Fiona Craig 
Mary Gallagher 
Frank Kelly 
Dugald McAlpine 
Iain MacFarlane 
Margaret Porter 
Andy Smith-Taylor 
David Sparkes 
Barbara Wilson 

Wee Snippets 

(Chair) 


