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Saturday August 26th from 12 noon to 4.OO p.m. at Craigend Farm –

That’s the day we are holding our annual Community Open Day at Auch-

enbowie, courtesy of Willie and Evelyn Crawford.  Last year we had over 

200 a�ending and this year we aim for 250.  

The theme of the Open Day is Cra�s and Heritage, with stalls in the large 

marquee and talks in a separate one.  Willow weaving, spinning, mosaics, 

jewellery, flower arranging are amongst the cra�s demonstrated, with a 

baking stall, free range eggs, chocolate drinks and other delights, in addi-

�on.  S�rling Cycle Hub will be there again as will the Forestry Commis-

sion. Children’s ac�vi�es will be well catered for.  

T here will be a local history and heritage stall and a special focus will be 

on the Lo�ery funded project for archaeological excava�on  and metal 

detec�ng at John de Graham’s Castle and Kirk o’Muir graveyard. You will 

be able to sign up to volunteer and to receive training in archaeological 

inves�ga�on. There will also be a presenta�on on the project. 

Talks include - companion plan�ng, community involvement in local histo-

ry and heritage, and VRG’s plans for acquiring land for a community wood-

land.   

We have secured two specialist speakers. Alison Parker has run a garden 

centre and is an expert plants-woman who will speak on Companion 

Plan�ng at 1.00 p.m. She will be followed at 2.00 p.m. by Chris Calder, 

who has been the driving force in a quite remarkable heritage centre in 

Tullibody. She has built up a team of volunteers working on the history 

and heritage of the village. She also has extensive genealogical exper�se 

and has made in depth studies of local graveyards. She will speak on the 

theme of Community and Heritage and how to become involved.  

To top it all will be the excellent free barbecue. Parking facili�es have been 

upgraded and as usual there will be on site toilets.  Meet old and new 

friends, widen your horizons and celebrate our increasingly vibrant com-

munity.  

Saturday August 26th from 12 noon to 4.OO p.m. at Craigend Farm  



 

Press Release… Press Release… Press Release… Press Release…  

S�rling’s Carron Valley community receives Na�onal Lo�ery Funding for archaeologi-

cal explora�on of John de Graham’s castle and Kirk o’ Muir cemetery.  

Valley Renewables Group, the Development Trust for Carron Valley and District, has been awarded a grant for 

archaeological explora�on of these key local historic sites and to provide training for volunteers in archaeologi-

cal techniques and metal detec�ng. Heritage Lo�ery Fund Scotland has awarded a grant of £10,000 for the 

work which will be managed on behalf of the Trust by Dr Murray Cook, S�rling Council archaeologist and asso-

ciates. Valley Renewables  will provide further funding to extend the scope of the project. 

The project focuses on Sir John de Graham’s Castle and the nearby medieval Kirk o’Muir and is the first �me 

these wonderful sites will have had any archaeological research on them. John de Graham, is one of the unsung 

heroes of the Wars of Independence who fought alongside Wallace at S�rling Bridge but fell at the Ba�le of 

Falkirk and is buried there. The remains of his castle are one of the best preserved �mber castles in Scotland. 

The project will take place this summer and autumn with the main work undertaken from 6th-12th September. It 

will involve the par�cipa�on of volunteers from the local community and further afield as well as schoolchil-

dren from nearby primary schools. The project will receive co-opera�on from the  Forestry Commission Scot-

land, Historic Environment Scotland and S�rling University. Training will be provided in excava�on, metal de-

tec�ng and Paleo-environmental coring. In addi�on renova�on work will be undertaken in the cemetery includ-

ing the cleaning of headstones and recording of inscrip�ons. 

The project will involve an audio- report of its progress and outcomes will allow for interpreta�ve signage and 

ul�mately for a guide and a designated trail linking the sites. 

Speaking on behalf of Valley Renewables Group, spokesman Iain Macfarlane said 

“ This will be a great opportunity for Carron Valley residents to appreciate the rich heritage on their doorsteps. 

The Castle and the Cemetery are not so well known as other important S�rling sites but they deserve greater 

study and recogni�on. John de Graham a�er all fought and died figh�ng with Wallace and founded one of the 

great Sco�sh families-the House of Montrose. Kirk o’Muir has links to the Covenanters and there are traces of 

a medieval landscape between the sites and possible traces of a pre-reforma�on ecclesias�cal centre” 

Dr Cook said, ‘Archaeology belongs to us all but its o�en hard to get involved, given paperwork and permis-

sions….thanks to the HLF we’ve been able to sort that out so anyone can get involved and connect directly with 

their past and of course one of the unsung heroes of the Wars of Independence….I can’t wait! And if you’d like 

to be part of exploring our amazing past let us know!’ 

Lucy Casot, Head of HLF Scotland, said: “Uncovering where, and how, our ancestors lived helps communi�es to 

understand their own history and iden�ty. Thanks to Na�onal Lo�ery players, HLF is able to support projects 

such as John De Graham’s Castle and Kirk o’Muir Community Project that produce tantalising clues about the 

past and provide volunteers with new skills.” 



For more details on the project contact Dr Murray Cook on 07929 848 145 

or murraycook35@hotmail.co.uk 

About the Heritage Lo�ery Fund 

Using money raised through the Na�onal Lo�ery, the Heritage Lo�ery 

Fund (HLF) aims to make a las�ng difference for heritage, people and com-

muni�es across the UK and help build a resilient heritage economy. From 

museums, parks and historic places to archaeology, natural environment 

and cultural tradi�ons, we invest in every part of our diverse herit-

age.  www.hlf.org.uk  Follow us on facebook HLFScotland and twi�er 

@HLFScotland 

In the steps of the Covenanters 

For over 100 years a church service has been held at Kirk o’Muir  cemetery commemora�ng this period in 

Sco�sh history around the 1770s. This year’s service is on Sunday 6th August at 12 noon conducted by the Rev-

erend Gary McIntyre  of  St  Ninian’s Parish Church.  This cemetery is one of the sites to be surveyed and reno-

vated in the recent Heritage Lo�ery grant awarded to VRG. 

VRG has also recently joined a new group that has been formed to research and restore heritage graveyards in 

S�rling towns and villages. It has a�racted support from various  local poli�cal figures and is in discussion with 

the Council and Historic Scotland. There is talk of developing a tourist trail of historic cemeteries and linked 

into ancestry.  

Grave-robbers and Scholars  

As part of the Heritage Lo�ery Grant awarded to VRG a team led by S�rling Council archaeologist Murray Cook 

has spent a day cleaning, recording and uncovering gravestones at Kirk o’ Muir. The graveyard is in a poor state 

of neglect and part of the grant will take steps towards remedying this. The graveyard site may date back to 

the 13th/14th centuries although in its present form the surviving iden�fiable graves are several centuries later. 

There may be layers under the visible stones. It is thought the site may be associated with a medieval ecclesi-

as�cal centre of some significance. There has been no serious study of the graveyard un�l now. A survey was 

done in 1969 but the present work has uncovered errors in that record. The site is also the loca�on of what 

was a small school and this is a focus of a�en�on for the archaeologists. It may be that a separate study may 

need to fund archival research both for Kirk o’ Muir and John de Graham’s Castle. The recent work has noted 

the steps taken to protect graves from grave-robbers. The team consisted of Murray, two associates, a visi�ng 

student from New Jersey and several volunteers from as far afield as Killearn. VRG is grateful to all who took 

part. 

People are leaving flowers and mementoes on some stones. We are not sure whether any are residents but we 

would like to know who they are so we can inform them of the project. If anyone can iden�fy the folk, could 

you email Iain Macfarlane at ibmacfarlane@gmail.com or leave a message at 01786 812 201 (press 8 to get 

through from a touch tone phone)? The VRG website will be updated from �me to �me about the project plus 

there will be a wealth of interes�ng informa�on at the Open Day on 26th Aug at Craigend Farm. 



Contact Us 

Give us a call for more infor-

ma�on:  

Secretary: Barbara Wilson 

01324 822 717 

info@valleyrenewables.co.uk  

Visit us on the web at:- h�p://

www.valleyrenewables.co.uk   

‘Like’ us on facebook:- 

@valleyrenewablesgroup 

Edited by: Margaret Porter 

 

2017 Small Grants  

 5 Student Bursaries 

 3 Young Persons Grants  

 16 Household Small Grants  

Extra-ordinary General Mee�ng 

Many thanks to those of you who turned out at the EGM on 27th June or who returned proxy forms.  All three 

changes to our Ar�cles were approved. This will bring these clauses up to a modern standard, thus enabling 

us to apply for funding assistance for various projects in the future.   

Heritage Graveyard Group 
A new group has been formed to help research and renovate old graveyards 

throughout  the area. The VRG was represented at the first two mee�ngs of 

the group at St Ninian’s Parish Church which is also the parish church associat-

ed with Kirk o’ Muir. The group is being advised by Murray Cook, S�rling 

Council archaeologist. Members come from many rural airts in S�rlingshire 

and are campaigning for support from the Council. There is talk of what is 

called ‘ancestor tourism’ and the possibility of a ‘trail’ linking graveyards. We 

hope the heritage project we are hos�ng will throw light on the past of Kirk o’ 

Muir. If anyone is interested in being involved contact Iain Macfarlane at: ib-

macfarlane@gmail.com. 

Broadband Update 

Both the VRG and the Community Council feel that, before commi�ng resources to 

providing a solu�on for all the households in the community, it is important to have the 

most up to date picture of current provision and sa�sfac�on levels. We are definitely not 

giving up on this, and would ask you all to bear with us once again, and complete the 

enclosed survey. It is realised that, while some folk have sourced a solu�on that works well for them, others 

have a only an unsa�sfactory solu�on or even no solu�on at all. We hope this survey will provide us with a clear 

idea of the extent of the need within the area.   

Howietoun Closure 

VRG has learned that S�rling University has decided to cease opera�ons at 

the fish-farms at Milnholm and Howietoun. It is no longer to be an educa�on-

al or commercial venture. The hatchery at Milnholm has already shut down 

but the site at Buckieburn will con�nue as a research facility. It is thought the 

University will mothball the sites for the �me being. They have already moth-

balled the Sauchie Mill building known as the Museum. The Community 

Council is seeking clarifica�on on the University’s inten�ons and �mescales.  

The fish-farm is of important heritage significance. It was where commercial 

fish-farming was pioneered by the Maitland family, who owned Sauchieburn 

Estate, and forms part of the agricultural innova�ons they introduced. The 

buildings are all grade 2 listed. We’ll keep you posted. 


