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Thank you to everyone 
who completed the recent 
VRG survey. We got an 
excellent return rate of 
more than 40%, so thank 
you all for taking the time 
and effort to share your 
thoughts, opinions and 
suggestions. The lucky 
winner of the meal for 
two who will be enjoying 
themselves thoroughly is 
Frank Walker of Town-

foot Farm. Congratula-
tions!  We are busy collat-
ing results and will publish 
them by post and online 
as soon as we can. We are 
also starting to make ar-
rangements for those who 
asked for an individual 
household review to help 
identify practical measures 
to assist energy efficiency 
and suggest the best op-

tions for "greening" your 
home. It is not too late to 
ask us to have a surveyor 
visit and look at your 
house in detail to suggest 
practical and realistic op-
tions that are available to 
you. Please get in touch 
(bwilsonscotland@yahoo.
com) if this is of interest 
and you wish to make the 
most of this opportunity. 

Is Saturday, September 1st in your diary? 
We have an excellent range of exhibitors 
at this year’s event along with a free 
BBQ, bouncy castle and children’s 
entertainer.  

* At 2.00 pm you can catch up on the 
latest technologies for helping improve 
the efficiency and insulation of older 
properties with expert advice from Moses 
Jenkins of  Historic Scotland - we know 
a lot of people in our district do not live 
in semi-detached, cavity walled houses! 
Magnus Peterson will talk at 2.30 p.m. 
about bee-keeping.  

* There will be a gazebo devoted to the 
heritage and history of Carron Valley 
and environs.   

* We will also have stands showing the 
latest in renewables’ technology, and 

stoves, with experts able to give authori-
tative advice.  

* Forth Environment Link will have a 
display on composting, recycling and 
orchards.  

* We hope to also have a representative 
of the Clan Ranald Trust, who are re-
building the Duncarron Fort visited re-
cently by Russell Crowe.   

* We also hope to have a representative 
of a local fishery on hand.   

This is a great opportunity to meet peo-
ple in our community and help foster a 
real sense of community spirit. There will 
also be a chance to discuss how we take 
forward the priorities identified by the 
recent survey. 
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SSE Renewables have let the mid-July deadline of their 
appeal lapse without asking for a review of Stirling Coun-
cil's decision to refuse permission to build a windfarm at 
Muirpark. We have heard that there may be a change in 
Stirling Council’s position on future windfarm develop-
ments as a result of the change in the Council’s administra-
tion. We will keep you posted. 

Small Grant Scheme 

Wind Farm Update 
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Crafty Things 

We had hoped to have a mini craft fair and stalls of local 
produce at the Open Day. We appealed for interest in the 
last newsletter but there was no response. If you know of 
anyone who might be interested in displaying and selling 
crafts or local produce in the future let us know even if 
they are outside our community boundaries but nearby, 
contact Iain Macfarlane on ibmacfarlane@gmail.com  

Don't forget that VRG run a small grants scheme to help households within the Carron Valley Community Council area 
to improve the energy efficiency of their homes. These grants can be used towards a wide range of energy efficiency im-
provements, with up to £250 being available per project. Recent awards range from the part funding of large projects, 
such as the installation of solar electric (PV) roof panels, to complete funding of small projects such as fitting thermal 
lined curtains to reduce heat loss and draughts.  

We hope that residents will constantly apply for small grant awards to help fund efficiency improvement measures e.g 
those identified during the survey home visits. As mentioned above, if you haven't yet completed a survey, or have not 
yet told us that you would like to arrange a home visit to assess your house's energy efficiency, please contact us through 
our website at www.valleyrenewables.co.uk. 

AGM Warning - 8th November 
Another date for your diaries folks, is the second Thursday 
in November - the 8th. The paperwork for the event will 
be sent out in due course.  

In the meantime though, we know that there will be vacan-
cies for new directors on the Board next time round, so 
please give your consideration to whether you might be 
willing to put yourself forward to be one of these. The task 
is interesting, rewarding, sometimes exciting, challenging, 
frustrating, but always satisfying. The Board adopts a con-
sensus style, reaching decisions after reasoned debate. You 
may also be part of a subgroup, working with other direc-
tors, to take forward a particular set of tasks or area of in-
terest. You won’t be dropped in at the deep end to make 
earth shattering decisions, but be eased into the role with 
the support others. So, what do say? Give it a go.  

Calling Local Traders & Businesses 
In case you didn’t realise, we’d really like to support local 
traders and businesses, by offering FREE advertising on 
the VRG website. We’d like to build this up to include 
everyone in the area who’s got a trade or profession and 
interested in offering their services locally. This should 
become the first port of call for those with work to be 
done. Go to the following page on the website to find the 
information 

www.valleyrenewables.co.uk/community/classifieds/ 

or contact the secretary on 01324 822 717.  

There’s a gallery section on our web-
site for views, flora, fauna, etc, of the 
area. You could see your picture on  

www.valleyrenewables.co.uk/
community/gallery/ 


