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It’s been a long winter but, despite the recent snow 

flurries, the first harbingers of spring are beginning 

to appear. The snowdrops are spreading their deli-

cate fragrance over the ground and the birds are 

beginning to mark their territories with song. Last 

week, under the light of the super blue moon, I 

heard four different male Tawny owls hooting 

across the woodland but so far without an answer-

ing “kee-wick” from a female.   

Spring may be around the corner, but I’m still walking the dogs in the dark most eve-

nings and sometimes that means we bump into the unexpected – they have flushed a 

young badger into the undergrowth, been watched by three dark roe deer silhouettes in 

the snow-covered field, and chased optimistically after a hare over the last few weeks. 

But at last the morning walks are taken in day light and it’s been possible to see things 

clearly as well as hear them; a big dog fox, bright against the frosted grass, a family of 

little long tailed tits flitting through the branches, bull finches looking for the first buds to 

plunder and a tiny Goldcrest in the firs.  

When the mornings are still and clear, and the 

Thrush and the Robin are calling from their high 

perches, spring seems around the corner, but for 

me the first drumming of the Great Spotted Wood-

pecker, though not as musical as the thrush, is the 

confirmation that the winter is about to end.  

M.Gallagher 

 

Local Wind Energy Technicians  
Falck Renewables, the Earlsburn / Kingsburn windfarm developer, is introducing 

a scheme to encourage young people into a career in renewable energy. It will 

provide financial support for individuals to allow them to take up a course and 

possibly gain a job in the windfarm industry. The scheme is open to any young 

person over 18 living in one of Falck’s operating areas and who wishes to study 

an appropriate year long course.  Application forms and further details can be 

obtained from: -  Erin.Hunter@falckgroup.eu.  

Carron Valley & District News 



Our broadband survey of our 120 households got 35 responses – thank you for taking the time to respond. Those with poor 

and non-existent or expensive broadband (at least half of the responders) all put pen to paper to include descriptions of your 

trials and frustrations. Hopefully our analysis may inspire you to investigate if there are better and/or cheaper services availa-

ble to you…… 

We tend to pay between £20 and £30 per month for broadband….. all respondents thought improving broadband would be a 

good use of Community Funds, 30 of 35 would subscribe; the 5 who would not have said they already had a good service. 

In terms of paying for better broadband, the majority were inclined to pay no more than they were currently paying per month 

for 10Mb; and £5 per month more for 24Mb broadband speeds. 

            …..the desperate said money was no object to getting better broadband! 

Winner of the fastest broadband connection is from a mobile 4G signal - 27Mb in FK6 5JJ. This is the only user who gets what 

the Government describes as “superfast” broadband. 

The top five places in terms of speed are held by mobile, satellite and wireless users. These five are the only users who get 

what the Government class as “fast broadband” at greater than 10Mb. 

There is no broadband at all in FK7 9QJ and FK7 9QX – geography troubles for all possible land-based services with satellite 

considered as unaffordable. 

Satellite users hold all five places in the top 5 most 

expensive services – with speeds that vary from 

20Mb to less than 0.5Mb. Paying a lot per month 

doesn’t seem to guarantee fast speeds! 

Wireless users, of which we only have two examples 

in the survey, get good speeds of 10-15 Mb for £20-

£30 per month. 

BT never provides more than 5Mb with most sub-

scribers in FK7 9PZ, FK7 9QE, FK7 9QB, FK7 8HG, 

FK7 8HE and FK7 9PX.  

Other postcodes around the Carron Valley cannot 

get any service from BT. We still await the new EE 

4G mast to be powered-on to provide a cheap and 

viable service. 

Broadband Survey Review 

Heads Up for the Open Day 
 
This year’s Open Day is on Saturday 25th August 12noon-4.00 pm at 

Craigend farm, courtesy of Evelyn and Willie Crawford. Last year was a 

bumper event with more stalls, and with well over 200 attending - a record. 

Following last year’s emphasis, we want to increase the number of exhibi-

tors selling crafts and local, or near local, produce. As usual there will be a 

free BBQ, children’s activities, talks and demonstrations. If you are interest-

ed in having a stall, which is free, or know someone who might be, and 

haven’t exhibited before, contact ibmacfarlane@gmail.com. 

Saturday, August 25th from 12 noon to 4.OOpm at Craigend Farm  



Tom Robb Memorial Race 

(Summary of the race report written by 2017 winner, James Stewart) 
 
When a wee gem of a race resides on your doorstep, you just have to get involved. The Tom Robb Memorial Race is in its 
second year and I couldn’t make the 2016 edition for reasons I can’t recall. The Race Director is Moira Paterson and the race 
is in memory of her dad, who went missing in the Valley back in 2012. It is a purely philanthropic event and raises money for 
Alzheimer Scotland and Ochils’ Mountain Rescue. Two terrific and worthy causes.  

 
The personal feel of the race befits the genesis of the event. It starts and finish-
es in the wonderful Duncarron Fort, and the field is small due to the remote loca-
tion and restrictions on parking. However, there were a litany of familiar faces 
milling around before and after the race, and it was great to catch up with a 
number of old and new friends. In fact, it was a true highlight of the day.  
 
As a route, undulating fire roads, rocky trails and forest paths sums it up. Over 
the 7 miles, there is close to 1,000 feet of climbing but that really comes in the 
first few miles. I’d run 10.5 miles pre-race to make this part of my long run day. 
So, with no idea who’d be the main competitors, I set out for a fast first mile up 
the opening hill to see who would come with me. I was about 20 seconds clear 
after that mile, and so could relax and enjoy a hard workout on some beautiful 
trails on what was a gorgeous 
morning. It doesn’t really get 
any better. 

 
Congrats to local runner, Edel Mooney for her win in the ladies’ race, smash-
ing last year’s course record. 
 
This is a tremendous event, superbly supported, at a very low price with a 
great t-shirt and goody bag to boot. There can be no complaints. Highly rec-
ommended. 
 
The 2018 event will take place on Saturday 25

th
 August.  

Sign-up will open on www.entrycentral.com at the end of May. We would love 
to have you involved in the race. So, if running isn’t your thing, volunteering as 
a marshal is a fun way to cheer on the participants. Oh, and there’s a fantastic 
home baking stall too!!  Check out www.tomrobbmemorialtrailrace.com for 
details.  

Community Asset Register (CAR) 
Back in October 2017 the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service launched the Community Asset Register (CAR). 

Essentially this is a register of volunteers who have a particular asset or skill which they feel could be used to support emer-
gency services and responders at an incident.  

Examples include someone with a boat who could be called in times of flooding to assist evacuate people from houses to a 
place of safety.  Similarly someone with a 4X4 may be used in times of severe snow to transport vulnerable people to a com-
munity hall. 

Further information about the CAR can be found on the link below: 

http://www.firescotland.gov.uk/news-campaigns/news/2017/10/sfrs-launches-community-asset-register-(1).aspx  

Unfortunately, it is impossible to gauge how often a volunteer will be requested. Mobilisations can be determined by severe 
weather, a specific type of asset/skill required for the incident, the emergency services availability and resources in the area 
and the location of the volunteer. 

It must be stressed that even when someone has registered, they are under no obligation to mobilise when they are called by 
the Operations Control centre. 

For anyone to register an interest and request a form they would be required to email:  

SFRS.CommunityAssetRegister@firescotland.gov.uk  and a registration form will be sent to be completed along with guide-
lines on how to complete the registration process. 

https://www.tomrobbmemorialtrailrace.com/
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Digging into the Valley’s Past 
Kirk o’ Muir Graveyard and John de Graham’s Castle get the archaeological treatment 

Training in metal detecting and archaeological excavation in early September was the principal focus of the Heritage Lottery 

funded project awarded to Valley Renewables Group. This was in association with Murray Cook Stirling Council’s archaeologist 

and associates. Metal detecting took place at the Castle with excavation and training at the graveyard. These two sites are 

historically important but have not before been subjected to in-depth archaeological investigation. 28 people took part in the 

metal detecting, over 100 children from local primaries attended the dig, as well as over 50 volunteers. Palaeo-environmental 

coring has also taken place on the environs of the Castle.  Stones in the graveyard have been cleaned and recorded, and the 

grass cut. It has been established that the graveyard is under the aegis of Stirling Council and not the Forestry Commission as 

previously thought. 

Reports from the coring and excavation consultants have been received and are being evaluated. There is also a drone survey 

of the two sites. The reports with a commentary from Murray Cook, and the drone survey, together with photos of gravestones 

will then be available on the VRG, and the Heritage and Historical Society’s websites. 

There have been some very significant findings at both sites. The coring has identified a burnt nut which points to Neolithic 

(around 3000BC) human activity in the region. It has also provided evidence of a dam and fish ponds which predate Howietoun 

by 6 centuries. The coring identified a ditch and possible other ponds, and a dating sample was sent for analysis. This was 

unable to be dated so further coring is to take place. The excavation at Kirk o’Muir has found the remains of a very small school 

which operated in 19th century, and rubble which could have come from a medieval chapel to St Mary, which historical sources 

have recorded as having been within the graveyard.  A significant finding has been the identification of two gravestones from 

the 17th century, which significantly predate previous recorded stones. This places the operation of the graveyard during the 

period of the Covenanters. For over 100 years an annual service has been held at Kirk o’ Muir to commemorate the Covenant-

ers although there appears to be no historical record supporting the association of them with the site. The findings, however, 

strengthen the possibility that it was the location of conventicles which were known to have taken place in the valley. There is 

an irony in that a descendant of John de Graham, Bonnie Dundee, 

was a scourge of the Covenanters. 

Historical research accompanying the project also points to the exist-

ence of a possible second 15th century castle in the vicinity of the de 

Graham site. 

The project indicates that the sites merit further archaeological and 

historical investigation and have the potential to bring more visitors to 

the valley. VRG intends that its legacy should include interpretative 

signage at the graveyard, and a possible heritage trail with leaflet. 

Hear All About It 

Dr Murray Cook will give an illustrated talk about the project and associated information of historical and heritage interest. The 

location of St Ninian’s Church hall, is appropriate given that Carron Valley, and therefore Kirk o’Muir, are in the parish of St Nin-

ian’s. It is a minister from that church who delivers that annual service at Kirk o’Muir.  Grave Robbers and Covenanters will also 

feature. There will also be a talk by Hanneke Booij, who has been studying some of the gravestones in Kirk O’Muir. 

When: 7.30– 10pm on Tues 13th March     

Where: St Ninian’s Church Hall, Kirk Wynd, Stirling, FK7 9AY         

And Also... 
If you’re at all interested in other archaeological stuff that Murray Cook is involved in, and how you might get involved, you ’ll 

find information here: -  http://archaeologyreportsonline.com/reports/2018/ARO27.html 

If I say some of it could have been a bit ‘stinky’, will that tempt you to delve deeper? 

http://archaeologyreportsonline.com/reports/2018/ARO27.html


Lessons from Beyond the Grave

A Not-So-Grave Message 

A group has recently formed to renovate and research the historic public graveyards of Stirling District. Many of these grave-

yards are in need of TLC. Representatives of several communities have met at St Ninian’s Parish Church to establish the 

group, and have been advised by Murray Cook, the Council archaeologist. VRG is affiliating to the group on behalf of the com-

munity and meetings have been attended by Robert Ferguson, Iain Macfarlane and Sheila Laidlaw. Apart from the direct contri-

bution to relatives and communities of enhancing the graveyards, what is called ‘ancestor tourism’ is becoming increasingly 

important. In the last newsletter we asked if anyone can throw some light on who are still making use of Kirk o’ Muir for personal 

commemoration, so we could keep them informed of activities there. There was no response and we appreciate that may be for 

privacy reasons. If, however, you know of anyone who should be informed, contact Iain Macfarlane:-            

ibmacfarlane@gmail.com. 

Howietoun  
Over the past few months, a Community sub-group has been wrestling with the possibility of 
having another go at obtaining the Mill building at Howietoun Fishery from the University.  
They, the University, seem reluctant to part with it to the Community, and would rather board 
it all up letting it deteriorate with potential irrevocable damage made to this unique highest 
protected ‘A’ listed feature. The sub-group is not taking that as the ‘final answer’ and is seeking 
to convince the University, that a building and site are of such historical and practical im-
portance to the Community, that it is better off in its care rather than the University’s.  

How to protect your body  
Here’s how they did it in the old days. If you 

didn’t want to be dug up by the body snatch-

ers—best known ones were Burke and 

Hare—and sold for medical research, you 

either had your grave encircled with a high, 

spikey fence, or you had it encased in iron in 

a ‘mort safe’. There are a couple of these to 

be seen at the old cemetary in Manse Road, 

Aberfolye.   Hanneke Pooij 

The Heritage Lottery funded work at Kirk o’ Muir involved research on historical sources as well as the archaeological investiga-

tions. Sources had indicated that a very small school had been in existence in the SW corner in the first half of the 19 th Century 

with an average attendance of 30 pupils. It was in use in the 1860s and indeed an 1866 report on the state of education in Scot-

land said - “The people have established a sort of school at Kirk o’ Muir, in St. Ninian’s parish. It is a wretched building, very low 

in the roof, looking out on a burying ground, which stands on a level with the windows. Some thirty children meet here, and are 

taught by a schoolmaster, who picks up a precarious living by the fees of those children, and is boarded and lodged by the 

shepherds in the neighbourhood. A good district school for these four parishes would be of great value.”  (Sellar & Maxwell 

1866) . 

This report confirms the description within the OS Name Book for the 

period, and does reconcile with the archaeological evidence of a build-

ing having been cut into the existing raised graveyard. It had been de-

molished by the 1890s, when there had been substantial changes to 

levels. Looking out on gravestones may have instilled a sense of the 

fragility of human life but can hardly have been an inspiring place to 

learn. Fortunately, from around 1890 future generations were educated 

in more benign circumstances at Muirland’s school. When it closed, one 

could argue that it drove a nail into the coffin of vibrant community life in 

the Valley, from which it is only now recovering. Skyscape Survey/Connolly heritage Consultancy  

mailto:ibmacfarlane@gmail.com


 

New Directors  

Moving to Auchenbowie in 2012, I 

soon learnt of the many vestiges 

that link Craigend House to the rich 

history of our community; an 

18th century whisky distillery; three 

ponds in our garden that formed 

part of Sir James Maitland’s pioneering work on fish hus-

bandry; and, more recently, Andy Robbins and his wres-

tling bear Hercules. This rich heritage, together with many 

more opportunities, are what I hope I can help with as a 

trustee of VRG. I am keen to see VRG respond to the 

community’s opinions, needs, and aspirations in every-

thing it does. To this end, I do hope we may speak or meet 

sometime in the near future.   

Nicolas Sinclair Evelyn Crawford 

I moved into the Carron Valley almost 

25 years ago with my husband Willie 

and three young daughters, who con-

sider themselves extremely fortunate to 

have grown up in such beautiful sur-

roundings. We have attempted over 

the years to improve the farm with 

hedge planting, drainage, fencing, buildings mainte-

nance, etc, and you will often see us out with a wheelie 

bin picking up litter from the road verges.  

My understanding of issues affecting farmers and rural 

communities hopefully equips me with skills useful to my 

work within VRG Board. We remain happy to host the 

VRG Open Day which has been going from strength to 

strength year on year. 

News Stories 
When seeking information to put in this Newsletter, the word went out to the Development Trust and the Community Council 

requesting any interesting information - even if only about hatches, matches and dispatches. This is what came back from 

one of them: - 

What can you say! Thanks David!  Any ides for future newsletters would be much appreciated. Send stuff to the editor. 



Carronbridge Cronies 
A report from a Falkirk Herald in July 1951 has been spotted, 
of a Burns Club called ‘Carronbridge Cronies’ operating in 
the Valley, and which had donated a cup to Muirland’s 
School. It even was listed as number 628 in the Robert 
Burns World Federation!  

It would be interesting to know from any surviving ‘Cronies’ 
just how long it lasted and some of its exploits, or even if it 
still exists. It might have met at the Hotel. Does anyone out 
there know anything about the group, or would anyone like to 
research this for the next Newsletter? Are any former pupils 
of the school around who might have memories of the school 
and its teacher(s). Contact Iain Macfarlane 
(ibmacfarlane@gmail.com) is collating information.  

 
 

DRT—Demand Responsive Transport 

Peter Hayward 

It’s happening! A transport service will be returning to the Com-
munity! In general terms you will be able to get on and off with-
in the Community, and to link with St Ninian’s Health Centre, 
Stirling Community Hospital, Stirling City Centre, or Spring-
kerse Retail Park.  
 
There will be three runs per day if requested (09:15 - 10:30, 

13:45-15:00, 17:15-18:30), Mon-Sat, but not 25th & 26th Dec 
or 1st & 2nd Jan.  You will need to book in advance by phone 
or email.  
 
Once the whole system is set up, information will be issued to 
each household along with a start date. 

 
It will be on trial for 6 months. For the sake of future continuity, 
we will be hoping for a good uptake.  
 

Well done to those in the Community Council who have worked hard to make this happen.  Details will be sent out in a leaflet.  

New Year Resolutions 
Approximately 6 years ago, one intrepid resident said to another—‘What’s your 

New Year resolution?’ : ‘Haven’t got one yet’ was the answer. ‘How about a wee 

stroll…….. to Cape Wrath?’ :  ‘Eh, you mean from Stirling—that’s more than 250 

and something miles away!’. ‘Well actually, what about a slightly longer than 

normal route; one we make up ourselves?’ : ‘Err,  well, OK. When?’ : ‘Soon as 

you like ….. next week!’ 

So, to cut a long daft story short, over the following 2½ years or so, the two in-

trepids left from their back door, and ’strolled’ their way to Cape Wrath, first of all 

doing odd days at a time, then 2-3 days bits, then a couple of 4-5 day stints.  

The route was most across country, adventurous, fascinating, quiet, and it inter-

linked many places previously not visited.   

So then what? The next challenge was to walk from home to the Border, anoth-

er goodly number of miles! Then it had to be home to St Andrews, and now it’s 

home to Ardnamurchan Point! So, you’d think that would be enough, but no! 

Last year’s proposed resolution was to cycle from home to Unst—yes that’s the 

furthest away of the Shetland Islands!  That one hasn't been started yet. Anyone 

want to join in? (Contact the editor). 

Who’s got a New Year Resolution story they’d like to report?  



Contact Us 

Give us a call for more infor-

mation:  

Secretary: Barbara Wilson 

01324 822 717 

info@valleyrenewables.co.uk  

Visit us on the web at:- http://

www.valleyrenewables.co.uk   

‘Like’ us on facebook:-

@valleyrenewablesgroup 

Edited by: Margaret Porter:-

vrg@saucheiburn.plus.com 

     Small Grants  

         In 2017 

Total awarded—£22, 338.73 

Number of grants—49 

 £16,882.31  - Household 

grants, newsletters, local 

charity run. 

 £1,456.42— Young Persons 

Grants. 

 £4,000—Student Bursaries. 

Examples: - Home insulation 

and ventilation; Home heating, 

flues and controls; Thermal 

blinds and curtains; Log 

splitters; Electric Bicycles; Log 

stores; Polytunnels, greenhous-

es, raised beds, garden water 

storage; LED lights; Poultry 

shed; Welding equipment; 

Course books; Driving lessons; 

Mountain bike; Tuition fees, 

Kindle…………. 

 

 

 

Report Fly-Tipping 
Stirling Council will investigate all instances of fly tipping on public or private land, alt-

hough they can only remove fly tipped items from public land. Fly tipped items deposit-

ed on private land would be the responsibility of the land owner for its removal.  

Under the current legislation used for the control, recording, and enforcement of Fly 

Tipping, if a Council Enforcement officer has the registration number ‘VRM’ of any vehi-

cle witnessed taking part in Fly Tipping, they can issue a £200 Fixed Penalty Notice 

‘FPN’ to the keeper of the vehicle. The officer can also force the guilty party to remove 

the offending material and have it disposed of in the correct manner. In severe cases a 

report can be referred to the Procurator Fiscal’s Office for consideration of prosecution. 

If any member of the public witnesses fly-tipping while it is taking place, the following 

steps should be taken: - 

1: Stay Safe 

2: Record the VRM of the vehicle involved and if possible record a description of the 

people carrying out the fly tipping. 

3: Record what materials are being tipped 

4: Phone the Stirling Council Contact centre on 01786 40 40 40, stating clearly the 

location where the incident is taking place, and leaving your name and contact de-

tails with the call handler. These details will be treated with the strictest confidence 

by Stirling Council. 

Your Elected Representatives 
Should you wish to comment on any thing that’s bothering you, which 

could be in the ability of your local MSP or Councillors to influence, 

here’s how to contact them: - 

Bruce Crawford MSP bruce.crawford.msp@parliament.scot 01786 471 899 

Stephen Kerr MP stephen.kerr.mp@parliament.uk  
 

0207 219 2769  
 

Cllr Christine Simpson simpsonc@stirling.gov.uk 01786 233 126 

Cllr Scott Farmer farmers@stirling.gov.uk 01786 233 131 

Cllr Neil Benny bennyn@stirling.gov.uk 01786 233 124 
 

Other Useful Contacts 

Your Community Councillors lobby Stirling Council regularly on a range of different 

issues:-  It wouldn’t do any harm for you to add your pennyworth! If you have a point 

to make about something that needs attending to, you can email the Contact Centre 

at info@stirling.gov.uk or call them on 01786 40 40 40. There are some reporting 

forms as well, eg.   

Potholes:  https://my.stirling.gov.uk/forms/fill/2000782 

Grit Bins:  https://my.stirling.gov.uk/forms/fill/2000295 

Roadside Defects: https://my.stirling.gov.uk/forms/fill/2000783 

Everything about Bins, Waste and Recycling is on https://my.stirling.gov.uk/services/

waste-and-recycling 

mailto:info@valleyrenewables.co.uk
http://www.valleyrenewables.co.ukC:/Users/Margaret/Documents/Adverts
http://www.valleyrenewables.co.ukC:/Users/Margaret/Documents/Adverts
mailto:info@stirling.gov.uk
https://my.stirling.gov.uk/forms/fill/2000782
https://my.stirling.gov.uk/forms/fill/2000295
https://my.stirling.gov.uk/forms/fill/2000783
https://my.stirling.gov.uk/services/waste-and-recycling
https://my.stirling.gov.uk/services/waste-and-recycling

