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In This Issue 

GOING FORTH FOR LOCAL PRODUCE AND CRAFTS 

25th Aug; 12.00 noon to 4.00pm; Craigend Farm, is your date with 

the Community,  kindly hosted by Willie and Evelyn Crawford. It promises to be 

another bumper event. Over 200 folk attended last year. Can we beat that? 

The theme is ‘Going Forth for local produce and crafts’. A feature will be a dis-

play of what can be produced from locally sourced products. There will be the 

usual wide array of stalls to include willow weaving and other crafts, nature 

study, baking, free range eggs, flower arranging, recycling, University of 3rd Age, 

children’s entertainment, wildflower planting for bees, deer management and 

pest control, etc. The Forestry Ranger Service will be in attendance, and the or-

ganiser of the new Demand Responsive Transport scheme for Carron Valley will 

explain how it will work and to answer queries. Other exhibitors are to be con-

firmed. (It wouldn’t do if there were no surprises). 

The talks’ programme will include the following:- 

    1.00pm  Launch of the Community Woodland at Carron Valley 

    2.00pm Murray Cook, the Council archaeologist, giving an update on work 

at de Graham Castle and possible sites for further investigation.  

    2.30pm Eleanor Young will talk about Stirling’s  Historic Graveyards and the 

new group formed to renovate and promote them. There will also be a display 

about the various graveyards including Kirk o’ Muir. There will be a non-stop 

free barbecue and free parking. This is a real opportunity to meet old friends 

and make new ones, and to celebrate living in Carron Valley and District. If you 

would like a stall to promote something, contact Iain Macfarlane –

ibmacfarlane@gmail.com. 

 Also there is a great POCKET MONEY OPPORTUNITY . There can’t be any young person in our community that 

wouldn’t like some extra cash! With the increased numbers of people attending the Open Day, an important job 

is to manage the parking area. So, if you have a welcoming smile and a positive manner, contact the secretary 

info@valleyrenewables.co.uk or give her a call. There’s good money to be made for 4 hours of your time. Per-

haps a friend could come with you. This opportunity is open to those in their “second childhoods” as well! 

mailto:info@valleyrenewables.co.uk


Our Community Woodland  
 
Yes, at last and after a long wait, we are ready to go!   

 

The transfer of 21 hectares (~50 acres) at the entrance to the Carron Valley Forest has been agreed with 

Forest Enterprise Scotland, and the Scottish Land Fund has provided £130,000 towards the purchase price 

of the land and our running costs for the first two years. Entry is planned for later this summer. We have 

appointed Peter Mitchell of Watston Forestry as our part time woodland manager, and the Community 

Woodland Group, under the direction of David Sparkes and Isaac Tabner, is up and running, and ready to 

deliver the project.  

 

Now the real work begins!  

 

An action plan is being developed with a programme of work and a budget. Much of the hard work will be 

done by contractors and machinery, but we’ll need the support of volunteers too, to help with woodland 

operations, habitat creation, footpath and boardwalk construction. There’ll be training, supervision, equip-

ment and refreshments provided, and a chance to meet local folk, and to create a community facility to be 

proud of.  A programme of work days is being arranged.  

 

Meet and join the Team! 

 

David and Isaac, with Peter Mitchell our woodland manager, will describe their plan of campaign at the 

OPEN DAY. There will be an opportunity for you to ask questions, and perhaps to sign up as a volunteer.  



 

Broadband Update 

Carron Valley - EE 4G connection live! 
 

Yes folks, that mast on the hill ceased to be ornamental when EE’s contractors plugged in a diesel generator and 
bathed the Valley in 4G mobile signal. At initial switch on, folk have found lots of things that were not very co-
operative, but then there was a bit of progress but not perfection.... 

That was the good news…. 

We have heard mixed reviews after a frustrating start from the locals about what this does….. 

“A serviceable 13Mb speed…. EE's service promises 200GB data for £60 a month 

Things that are happy: Youtube, Facebook, Twitter, big downloads , Netflix, Amazon Prime Video. Most of the 
stuff average Josephine will do. Things that are working that weren't before: Banking (via app or sites) and 
HTTPS sites generally are improved. Google Hangouts. Torrents (although EE will traffic shape that to oblivion, so 
probably not the best idea). Some weirdly specific IP blocks in America have dropped off. But overall much 
better than before. 

Things that are not: Anything that tries to interrogate the network, such as ping tests on Speedtest.net will ei-
ther show a ping of 750 (satellite failover?) or fail with a LATENCY TEST ERROR. Online gaming is spotty due to 
this but still functional with fiddling (many games let you choose closer/better servers).” 

“What should I do…?”, I hear you ask. “Hack the neighbour’s WiFI?” Well….. 

Easiest approach is to get a free data SIM - pay as you go - from EE. Phone up and buy a frugal fiver of data. Stick 
it into your smartphone, walk around the house to find where you get the most bars of reception; and then ena-
ble its hotspot ....or borrow a 4G Wi-Fi router. Connect to the WiFi using your laptop or PC or Apple gadget - and 
give it a whirl for a few days....... if it is any good you'll be buying more data pretty soon.  

And then if it is really good you will be signing up to a monthly contract.... 

Mobile broadband is significantly cheaper than satellite and could get you unlimited texts, calls and other free-
bies as part of a subscription package. 

We are trying to work out how committed EE are to the new transmitter - a pay as you go will offer some protec-
tion if they fiddle with the service. Getting answers out of EE is nigh on impossible as the mast appears to be run 
on behalf of EE by a third party in Fife. EE themselves cannot see it in their database except where it connects to 
Dunfermline.  

There are still other possible broadband connections that may become available such as Briskona WiFi, whilst we 
all hold our breath waiting for BT to acknowledge we exist and that we are now in the 21st century…..even if 
their broadband isn’t! 

Editor’s Note: Just to let you know folks that we don’t intend giving up on this. There is a rumour around that BT 
is extending its fibre BB provision by hanging the fibre on poles in place of the copper phone lines. Also the local 
authority has appointed a new BB officer and communications have been exchanged.  

We’ll keep you posted as things develop, but no breath-holding—that’s bad for you! 

 

Annual Open Day—25th Aug—12.00-4pm—Craigend Farm! 



 

Back Then and Now 

When the February newsletter went out, the ‘Beast 

from the East’, and the half sized ‘Mini-beast’, hadn’t 

really been heard of. We were beginning to think we 

had got through the winter relatively lightly, but then, 

in quick time, it raged over us changing life as we 

knew it.  

Everyone has got stories to tell of what it was like: 

getting to work and back home or not; knee deep in 

the white stuff helping out neighbours; scary drives to 

deliver important stuff, clearing multi-meter high 

drifts to link to the outside world; running dangerous-

ly out of food for the beasts ………... 

Of course, subsequently, the whole event has been 

looked into and analysed from the first snow flake to 

the last, and there have been resilience reviews from 

one end of the area to the other. It would be nice to 

think when, not if, the next mega white event hap-

pens again, we will be better prepared for it, and able 

to weather the storm better. Do you think so? 

Whilst it’s only part of the solution, the VRG has set 

up a community wide closed Facebook group called 

Carron Valley Connections to make it easier to get the 

word out, or to seek assistance in the event of need. 

Should you wish to be on Carron Valley Connections, 

find https://www.facebook.com/groups/591993784484220/ 

and ask to join.  Soon after, you will receive notifica-

tion of approval.   

Of course now we’ve just had close on 8 weeks of sor-

ing temperatures and little rain, its difficult to remem-

ber ‘back then’. Of course I knew it would rain as soon 

as I said that!  As long as the 25th Aug is fine that’s all. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/591993784484220/


Change at the Helm 
That’s Demand Responsive Transport to you and me. 

There is a leaflet enclosed about it and the system is 

available in the Community NOW. There will be 

someone at the Open Day to speak to about it if you 

have questions.  

As this is the first time DRT has been tried in our area, 

hopefully the system will be well used. It may even be 

extended to those whose doors it doesn’t quite reach 

yet. In due course feedback as to how well it works 

would be appreciated. 

So, whether it’s for shopping, banking, meeting 

friends, getting a lift to somewhere and walking back, 

there could be an opportunity for you.  

Safe Driving on Our Roads 

One of our residents has posted this on Twitter. “Very sad to find a squashed #redsquirrell on the way home to-

day #norththird #carronvalley. If the sun is in your eyes, please slow down #safedriving and don't end up like 

this #squirrellnutkin”.  

The Community Council has had numerous discussions with our local councillors and police about the poor driv-

ing standards that prevail in the area and what can be done about them. It’s not just wildlife at risk but our lives. 

Motorists, boy racers, cyclists, and pedestrians for whatever reason are sufficiently unaware of what sort of road 

behaviour is acceptable, that one day it won’t just be a red squirrel that takes the brunt, it could be a family out 

for a wee stroll or a stationary vehicle round the corner.  It is worth remembering that there are 10 times the 

number of fatalities on rural roads compared to other roads. Have any of you any bright ideas as to how best to 

tackle this problem? Relay your thoughts to the secretary (contact details at the end), or speak to one of the VRG 

or Community Council at the Open Day.  

DRT 

After more than 20 years, David Petch has stepped 

aside as the chair of the Community Council.  

David has chaired the group through difficult times, 

always striving to do the best for the Community, 

even more so in the current climate of financial stress 

on Stirling Council, always passionately holding it and 

others to account on our behalf. Thanks Big Man. 

……… to Tom and Noreen in Carron Valley on the birth 

of another child. Welcome aboard wee lass.  

Congratulations……. 

https://twitter.com/hashtag/redsquirrell?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/norththird?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/carronvalley?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/safedriving?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/squirrellnutkin?src=hash


 
 
 
 
 

 

Do you need help with your shopping? CALL US on 01786 450 536. Food Train is a local charity offering support 

to older people who are living at home and are struggling to do their weekly grocery shop. Friendly volunteers 

will help to take your order on a Monday, and then shop and deliver your groceries to you on a Tuesday, 

Wednesday or Thursday, providing support to put items away wherever it is needed.  

 

We already help more than 200 older people in this area, and we are supported by a brilliant team of 50+ volun-

teers. This is a service that provides customers with choice, and is very affordable at a cost of £4 for each delivery 

and £1 for your annual membership fee. We cover all Stirling Local Authority areas.  

 

Are you aged over 55? Would you like a friendly neighbour to deliver you some home cooked food? ‘Meal Mak-

ers’ is Food Train’s very own local neighbourhood food-sharing project, that connects people who love cooking 

(cooks), and want to share an extra portion of their delicious home-cooked food with an older neighbour (diner), 

who would really appreciate a freshly prepared meal and a friendly chat. How often meals are shared, and when 

they are shared is decided between the cook and diner. No money changes hands. It is simply a donation of food 

between neighbours. The only cost associated with Meal Makers is a £5 annual fee for diners to become mem-

bers.  

 

Ever thought of Volunteering? If you are interested in volunteering with Food Train, either with the shopping 

service or as a Meal Makers cook, why don’t you give us a call on 01786 450 536, or make an enquiry via our 

website www.thefoodtrain.co.uk. You can also see what we’ve been up to on our Facebook page 

www.facebook.com/FoodTrainStirling.  

Are you over 65 or over 55? 

Press Release 
Stephen Kerr MP has pledged his support to the “Rural Crime 
Reporting Line”, a new service for farmers and the public to give 
information anonymously about rural crime.   

Launched by the National Farmers’ Union in partnership with the 
charity Crimestoppers, farmers, rural businesses and the public 
can ring 0800 783 0137 or visit www.ruralcrimereportingline.uk 
to anonymously give information about crime relating to: 

• Large-scale, industrial fly-tipping 

• Hare coursing 

• Machinery theft; or 

• Livestock theft 

Rural crime is a serious issue for farmers, rural businesses and those who live in the countryside, and it can have 
significant impacts on a farm or another rural business.  

Stephen Kerr MP said: “Rural crime can have devastating impacts and I recognise that is a very important issue 
for many of my constituents in Stirling. I fully support this new initiative by the NFU and commend them for their 
ongoing work to tackling these serious issues.  

http://www.ruralcrimereportingline.uk


 
 

Now, if you didn’t know the area like we all do, and you turned this upside down, it is a perfect reflection if ever there was one.  

Our Elected Representatives 
 
Here’s how to contact the folk who represent Carron Valley and District in the UK, Scottish and local govern-
ments. Don’t let them think everything’s fine for you, if it isn’t. They can’t guess what the problems are, so tell 
them. I’m sure they would like your ideas for improvements as well I’m sure, even a pat on the back and a ‘well 
done’ wouldn’t go wrong. 

 
 

Bruce Crawford MSP bruce.crawford.msp@parliament.scot 01786 471 899 

Stephen Kerr MP stephen.kerr.mp@parliament.uk  

 

0207 219 2769  

 
Cllr Christine Simpson simpsonc@stirling.gov.uk 01786 233 126 

Cllr Scott Farmer farmers@stirling.gov.uk 01786 233 131 

Cllr Neil Benny bennyn@stirling.gov.uk 01786 233 124 

 

Annual Open Day—25th Aug—12.00-4pm—Craigend Farm! 



Contact Us 

Give us a call for more infor-

mation:  

Secretary: 

Barbara Wilson 

01324 822 717 

info@valleyrenewables.co.uk  

Visit us on the web at:- http://

www.valleyrenewables.co.uk   

Edited by: Margaret Porter 

 

Year to Date 

Year to end June’18 

Household small grants (<£500) 

 24 grants = £11,304.09  

Young person’s grant (<£250) 

 6 grants = £904.82 
 
Student bursaries (<£500) 
 
 5 grants = £2,500  

Kirkyard News 
For over 100 years an annual service has been held on the first Sunday of 

August to commemorate the Covenanters. The origin of the service is not 

entirely clear, and the precise association of Covenanters with Kirk o’ Muir 

has not been established. However, it is known there was Covenanter activ-

ity in the Valley in the 17th Century, and it is probable that conventicles (the 

name given to their services) were held in the Kirkyard or in the immediate 

vicinity, given that a chapel was on the site. In the past, large numbers 

attended the service. This year it is on Saturday 5th August at 12 noon and 

is conducted by the Reverend Gary J. McIntyre, the Minister of St Ninian’s 

Old Parish Church which is the parish church for the Valley. 

Worthies of the Valley’s Past -
Taking a ‘Bow’ 
One of the most prominent gravestones in Kirk 0’Muir was erected by Wil-

liam Bow for members of his family. As described in ‘Old Faces, Old Places 

and Old Stories of Stirling’ (Drysdale, 1899, p. 138), Baillie Bow of Smallburn 

was first a haberdasher in Stirling. He was elected Dean of guild and Council-

lor of the Burgh in 1821 and became a Magistrate in Stirling in 1826 and Sen-

ior Baillie from 1833-1836. Mr Bow died at his property, Wright Park near 

Kippen, and is buried at Logie Cemetery. He was described as “a man of strict 

integrity … and his loss was sincerely regretted by all those who had the 

pleasure of his friendship” (Drysdale, 1899, p. 138).  

Information courtesy of Sheila Laidlaw. Chat to Sheila at the Open Day about 

this, and her headful of knowledge about the Community’s history and herit-

age.  We hope to highlight in future editions former residents of the area who 

deserve to be commemorated. We know about John de Graham and Sir 

James Maitland, but there must be many others who have left a legacy of 

achievement. If you have any suggestions send details to Iain Macfarlane  

(ibmacfarlane@gmail.com). 

For Sale 

Bowie Wood and two other 

plots of woodland on the fringes 

of the Barr Wood , plus a new 

multi-roomed off-grid building, 

are now on the market. For fur-

ther information contact—

O'Malley Property, Stirling -

01786 633 017  

Useful Contacts 

Your Community Councillors lobby Stirling Council regularly on a range of 

different issues:-  It wouldn’t do any harm for you to add your pennyworth! 

If you have a point to make about something that needs attending to, you 

can email the Contact Centre at info@stirling.gov.uk or call them on 01786 

40 40 40. There are some reporting forms as well, eg.   

Potholes:  https://my.stirling.gov.uk/forms/fill/2000782 

Roadside Defects: https://my.stirling.gov.uk/forms/fill/2000783 

Bins, Waste, Recycling: https://my.stirling.gov.uk/services/waste-and-

recycling 

mailto:info@valleyrenewables.co.uk
http://www.valleyrenewables.co.ukC:/Users/Margaret/Documents/Adverts
http://www.valleyrenewables.co.ukC:/Users/Margaret/Documents/Adverts
https://www.rightmove.co.uk/estate-agents/agent/OMalley-Property/Stirling-94472.html#ram
tel:01786%20633017
mailto:info@stirling.gov.uk
https://my.stirling.gov.uk/forms/fill/2000782
https://my.stirling.gov.uk/forms/fill/2000783
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