
Valley Renewables Group Development Trust & Community Council Newsletter          Issue 19 / Jan 2019    

Woodland Stuff 

Strategy Update 

Small Grants 

Nature stuff 

Winter Resilience 

Elected reps. 

Handy numbers 

Communications 

EGM 

Open Day 

Defibrillator 

Local Schooling 

DRT 

In This Issue 

Well ‘what’s new’ is …….. the Community now owns about 50 odd acres of Woodland. 
Yeh! You’ll notice that there is a supplement with this edition of the newsletter all about 
woodland stuff, with contact details of how to get involved, how to help decide what hap-
pens, or to comment, and what’s going to be happening there.  The woodland sub-group 
would love it if you could contribute a few hours of your time now and then. You may 
think you haven’t any skills to contribute but I doubt if that’s the case. There will be 
something you can do.  Just volunteer. A job will be found.  

  Carron Valley & District News 

What’s New? 

...and While You’re At It…. 
If you would like to be kept informed about anything, eg. Community projects, VRG 
grants, Community Woodland, VRG AGMs and other meetings, just send an email 
with your authority to do so (I—Joe Blogs—would like to be on the email list for all 
community communications, woodland information, etc….) to:  
info@valleyrenewables.co.uk. You’ll get the information more quickly than if you have 
to wait for the next newsletter, plus it’s far more eco that way. 

Remember Last Winter 
We’re not long from it being a year ago that produced photos like the one in the header 
above. Think what it was like for you, your folks and neighbours. So, what can we do now 
to enable the Community to be more resilient, and to be able to weather the storm 
when the Council Roads’ Department can’t get near?  Some of these actions perhaps: - 

• Are there some basic food-stuffs that have a longish shelf-life that you could get a bit 
more of to put by? 

• Have you got a spade handy near the door and perhaps one in your vehicle along 
with some spare clothes? 

• Have you had the oil tank refilled recently; got some logs stacked nearby;  spare gas 
bottle…..? 

• Get some good books; do all those indoor 
jobs you’ve been saving. …… 

• Have some extra animal feed put by…… 

• Check up on the neighbours regularly… 

To keep in touch or report issues you can use 

Facebook:    @CarronValleyConnections 

mailto:info@valleyrenewables.co.uk


Following on from last year’s highly successful event which pulled in over 200 hundred visitors who relished the grand BBQ, a 
myriad of stalls and informative talks, in magnificent weather, we go again this August - a bit earlier than usual. Thanks to 
the Crawfords of Craigend Farm, it will be staged there again. We hope to have some new stalls and lots of fun for young-
sters, and adults. If anyone is interested in exhibiting or wants to suggest speakers we could invite, contact Iain Macfarlane : 
ibmacfarlane@gmail.com.  

24th Aug, 12.00-16.00 at Craigend Farm  

Summary of Strategy 2019-22  
Following discussion with yourselves, the VRG has now agreed its 2019-22 Strategy, which highlights the challenges and op-
portunities we aim to address and clarifies how it will focus our resources into the future. 

Challenges and opportunities for our Community: 
• A small and ageing population, thinly spread across two or three separate locations 
• Few local facilities and no central meeting point for community groups to gather and socialise 
• No reliable means of communication across everyone within the community  
• A Community  that is seeking to realise its opportunities in support of rural living 
• At the heart of easily accessed recreational and tourism interest 
 
VRG will address these by working to the following Objectives: 
• Distribute VRG funds across the whole community with the aim of helping to support rural living, by using community 

benefit income to assist community-wide and individual projects. 
• Engage and communicate across the whole community, bringing people together  by delivering more events and activi-

ties, potentially supported by paid organisers. 
• Deliver good governance and long-term financial planning across VRG and its sub groups for future generations. 
• Support viable and sustainable larger projects that address the identified community challenges and opportunities, 

through a documented and informed decision-making process, and as funds allow. 
 
VRG acts as a catalyst and facilitator for activities and projects. It is changing its way of working to become more of a grant 
giving organisation, encouraging the wider community to develop projects and activities with VRG funding support. The ap-
plication forms and process are being reworked to make it as simple and fair as possible, and to incorporate options for com-
munity and larger grants.  

Have a look at the website and see the full VRG Strategy 2019-22 document for more information:  

www.valleyrewables.co.uk 

 

Grants Update 

Date for Your Diary 

So here’s what it might look like. As has just been said, it is 
hoped that much of the driving force for grant applications 
will come from the Community and its Households and 
Individuals. There will still be Small Grants Schemes similar 
to what exist just now, with minor adjustments. However, 
new into the scheme of things will be Small and Large 
Community Grant opportunities. These will be in the main 
Community Group initiated and the amount of risk will 
define the amount of form filling, and the complexity of 
the application process. In all cases, and the following will 
be rigorously applied - there will be no retrospective 
grants awarded - so there’s no point in asking for a grant 
towards work that has already been done.  

Become part of our Community’s Future 

Come and join us… get involved… make it happen! 

mailto:ibmacfarlane@gmail.com
http://www.valleyrewables.co.uk


Schooling in Carron Valley 

The archaeological work VRG hosted in 2017 at Kirk o’ Muir graveyard, 

found some evidence of the old schoolhouse that had been there.  We 

reported on this in a previous newsletter. I doubt if any descendants of 

these pupils have any slates or jotters left over from that educational 

establishment. In due course the school was replaced by Muirlands’ 

School; in existence from 1874 to 1938. It is just possible that a centenar-

ian or someone approaching that age might be an alumnus who attend-

ed the school. It is also possible that descendants have memorabilia of 

this time. Stirling Council Archives Service have some photos and log 

books (Acc 1683). 

This school was replaced by a new school and there is a good chance that some residents in the Valley have fond, or not so 

fond, memories of school days, classmates and teachers. If anyone has any photos, memorabilia or can recount memories of 

their education there, we would like to do an article on that.  Contact  - ibmacfarlane@gmail.com.  

And Another 
There will be an Extraordinary General Meeting on -  

Thurs 21st March, 19.30 for 19.45, at 

The King Robert Hotel, 

Whins of Milton 

The purpose will be to ratify proposed changes to the VRG 
Articles of Association. From time to time these need to be 
reviewed and amended to meet the requirements of the 
moment.  

Information will be sent out to every VRG member house-
hold, plus a proxy form per individual member. Of course 
you can vote by proxy but you can also do so in person. 
We’d love to see you.  

The evening session will also be an opportunity to discuss 
the strategy review we have been conducting and find out 
about the Grant Scheme changes. There is a summary of 
this on the previous page. 

Hope to see you all there. I hear they do good beers at the 
bar! 

Your Opinion On…... 
Defibrillators 

Friend, relative or total stranger col-
lapses at your feet! Of course it could 
be admiration but he or she might be 
unconscious.  So what do you do? 
Phone for an ambulance and then what? Make sure their 
airway is open and then wait!  
 
There are lots of places in our community where emergency 
services won’t reach you for 20 minutes or more, but what 
happens in the next 5 minutes could be crucial if they start 
to look blue and stop breathing. Defibrillators can potential-
ly prolong life while help comes. The instructions are spoken 
to you so that, in your panic, you can do the right thing. To 
be of use, these need to be easily accessible by anyone and 
powered up.  
 
If you would like to host a Defibrillator (also called Defib or 
AED), know a good spot for one, or have views about the 
subject, let’s chat about it on Facebook. 

https://www.facebook.com/valleyrenewablesgroup/ 

If there is general approval, there could be an AED / CPR 
‘come and try it’ session at the Open Day, and one or two 
could be obtained and placed strategically around. 

A new booking system for the Council‐backed rural transport service (DRT) has been launched in Stirling giving customers a 
simpler and more flexible way of booking and managing their journeys. Registration and booking requests for DRT can be 
made at www.stirling.gov.uk/drt allowing users to manage journeys 24 hours a day / 7 days a week. Phone bookings can still 
be made Mon to Fri, 9am‐3pm on 01786 40 40 40. 

Several folk in the Community have been making use of the system. So how has it been for you? Tell us on Facebook.  

Demand Responsive Transport (DRT)  

mailto:ibmacfarlane@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/valleyrenewablesgroup/


Contact Us 

Give us a call for more infor-

mation:  

Secretary: Barbara Wilson 

01324 822 717 

info@valleyrenewables.co.uk  

Visit us on the web at:- http://

www.valleyrenewables.co.uk   

‘Like’ us on facebook:-

@valleyrenewablesgroup 

Edited by: Margaret Porter:-

vrg@sauchieburn.plus.com 

  Small Grants  

  Year to date 

Student Bursaries - 6  

= £3,000.00 

Young Person’s Grants  - 9  

= £1,235.17 

Household Small Grants—
18  

= £8,094.94 

Total Grants - 33  

= £12,330.11 

‘Still’ There? 

Look Aboot Ye 
Betimes the countryside in winter 

seems gey drab.  Catchin this flash o 

bricht colour when oot oan a cauld 

foggy donner recently, just made ma 

day.  

Kent noo an then as Deil’s Match-

sticks, this bonny lichen may be awfy 

wee, but it’s pretty braw for aw that.

          D.A.B 

Bruce Crawford MSP bruce.crawford.msp@parliament.scot 01786 471 899 

Stephen Kerr MP stephen.kerr.mp@parliament.uk  
 

0207 219 2769  
 

Cllr Christine Simpson simpsonc@stirling.gov.uk 01786 233 126 

Cllr Scott Farmer farmers@stirling.gov.uk 01786 233 131 

Cllr Neil Benny bennyn@stirling.gov.uk 01786 233 124 
 

Your Community Councillors lobby Stirling Council regularly on a range of different 
issues:-  It wouldn’t do any harm for you to add your pennyworth! If you have a point 
to make about something that needs attending to, you can email the Contact Centre 
at info@stirling.gov.uk or call them on 01786 40 40 40. Everything about Bins, Waste 
and Recycling is on https://my.stirling.gov.uk/services/waste-and-recycling 

Should you wish to comment on any thing that’s bothering you, which could be in the 
ability of your local MSP or Councillors to influence, here’s how to contact them: - 

What do these foreigners know that we don’t? During last year’s 
most pleasant and balmy summer two cars drove up to our house 
at Craigend; in one, an Italian couple and, in the other, two German 
men. “Our app tells us this is the location of the Hidden Distillery, 
can you point it out to us?” 

Somewhat bemused I try to lower their expectations and show 
them the remains of a stone wall straddling the Craigend Burn 
across the road in Barr Wood that formed part of the distillery mill. 
The Italian pair were clearly underwhelmed by the remnants and 
didn’t linger. The Germans however, expressing themselves as 
whisky enthusiasts, were all over it and surrounding area. They 
photographed anything and everything including our parched lawn 
on which much of the distillery is believed to have lain.   

I Googled the distillery and concluded their information must have originated from 
the HES Canmore records (the one and only reference found), following work done in 
2014 by the local Archaeology Society. How the information got onto a foreign tourist 
app I have no idea. 

The distillery was active at the turn of the 18th and 19th century, when it was run by 
James and William Miller and Co., spirit dealers. It failed commercially, was sold to 
clear debts in 1811 and by 1861 almost all trace had disappeared. 

Paul Sorowka, who led the recent archaeological investigation, will be giving a talk on 
the distillery at the VRG Open Day on 24th August.       Nicolas Sinclair 

Your Elected Representatives 
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https://my.stirling.gov.uk/services/waste-and-recycling

