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C-19 Where Are We Now?
What’s the difference between
this tunnel and your C-19 experience? …… This one’s got good
lighting along the way!
But seriously, there is a light in
the distance. We can all see it
and it’s getting nearer. Hopefully all of you who are offered
the vaccine, take that opportunity if you possibly can, if not for your own sake,
then for everyone else’s. There aren't many chances just now to do something
for other folk but this is definitely one of them. Remember it really needs to be 3
weeks after your 2nd jab that you’ll have full benefit. So keep being patient and
follow all guidance in the meantime. The light at the end will just get bigger.

CC Chair’s Report
The Community Council and Valley Renewables Group held a joint meeting recently and this reaffirmed the close working relationship between the two estab-
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lishments. Whilst the two groups have different functions both are working for
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the benefit of all residents of the Community Council area.
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The Community Council continues to pressure Stirling Council with regards to up-
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keep of the roads and will be involved in winter resilience planning including cross
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border gritting of the B818 from the old hotel to the dam. The CC will also replace
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the grit bins currently being used as crash barriers.
The CC also monitors planning applications and comments when appropriate, and
we hope in future to organise an appropriate forum to gather opinions on plans
that effect residents.
Once Covid restrictions are lifted, the valley will be visited by many more visitors
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than in the past. The secret of our fabulous scenery is out. In the future the CC
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may well act as a forum for discussing the benefits and disadvantages of the new
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era and possible strategies.
All meetings of the CC are open to the public and links are advertised on the Carron Valley Connections Facebook page. We encourage all residents to take part.

Red Squirrel project
In the last Newsletter our new Project Officer, Libi
Newell, wrote about the Red Squirrel Survey that
is set to start in spring / early summer this year.
So we hope you have all been keeping your eyes

open to see if there are any of these colourful
animals around where you live or where you go
walking. As you can see from the photograph, red
squirrels are quite at home in your garden too if
you are lucky. If you do see a red squirrel please
let Libi Know - projectofficer@valleyrenewables.co.uk. Just tell her where and

when. More importantly please let her know if you are willing to help with
the survey so that we can send out information and advice later on.
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Until we get a few more red squirrels throughout the area, and with apologies
to any Buddhists in the Community, just keep this thought with you.

Community C-19 Support
While coronavirus grimly lingers, the community support group helping people deal with the consequences is still
active. A team of volunteers spread across the area is still ready and available to support anyone facing difficulty,
particularly those isolating and locked down
needing deliveries. Additionally, more tangible benefits have been provided thanks to a
one-off Covid linked grant from Earlsburn
wind farm operator Falck. The £7,000 has
been used to provide grants for households
with children and anyone facing financial
hardship. The youth support scheme recently
offered funds for any home-learning needs,
and for pre-school children a box of books
and toys. While the support effort has been
good for community spirit and co-operation,
this is one activity we hope we can soon close
down.
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Legacy Fund Update
On 17th April’20 we transferred £350,000 into our Investment Fund with Brewin Dolphin. As of 15th Feb’21, the
fund’s value (net of fees) is £393,171.50, an increase of 12.93% since inception.
The next transfer of cash into the fund will be considered in June. All the income from the fund is reinvested. The
aim is to build a legacy fund that can provide an income for the Community when the wind farm benefits end.

Sharing & Swapping
It’s getting to the time of year where we start to plant our seedlings and
look forward to a bounty of home-grown fruit and vegetables over the
coming months. This year we’d like to encourage neighbours to share
seeds and seedlings with one another.
So why Share? Sharing our seeds and seedlings can save us all some
money, reduce waste and encourage novices to ‘grow your own’ to try
it, or those that are experienced to try something new. There are many

Zoe Schaeffer on Unsplash

great health and environmental benefits associated with growing our own fruit and veg, and of course its great fun.
If you have a whole pack of courgette seeds but only need a few, or you planted 20 tomato seeds expecting 5 to
take but they’ve all been successful, why not share them? Perhaps your raspberries have run amok, or your rhubarb needs splitting. You might even have extra potting compost or seed trays lying around that you no longer
need. Maybe it’s your first year and you’d like to try some seeds that are known to work well in the region, or maybe you are looking to try something new and unusual like cucamelons or zapotec pleated tomatoes perhaps?
How to Share and Swap - Ask your friends and neighbours if they would like to share and swap with you. Or put a
wee post on the Carron Valley Connections Facebook Group to see if anyone in the community would like to swap.
The Admin team behind Carron Valley Connections have kindly agreed to support this seed sharing initiative. We
recognise that not all residents are on Facebook so please do also get your neighbours involved and support one
another to share and swap. From potatoes to parsnips and blackberries to broccoli, let’s get the Carron Valley district growing. We also hope to host a physical non-contact seed/seedling share in April if restrictions allow.
Please keen an eye on our Facebook Page and Website or contact Libi for details.
Community Sharing Group - This Seed Sharing initiative is one of the ideas being taken forward by a Community
Sharing project group supported by VRG. If you have other ideas to promote sharing across the community - everything from sharing a bulk order of toilet rolls or flour to swap a trailer load of manure for some onion sets, or would
like to be involved in Community Sharing group please get in touch with Libi at projectofficer@valleyrenewables.co.uk
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Cairnoch Hill Circuit Walk—10km-> / 215m^
Start/End: NS681 680 (W3W—curable.
users. bombshell). Park at entrance to

forest track leading to Sir John de Graham
Castle. Good track all the way.

P

Walk along track past castle site for 550m.
Turn left to walk in a big circle. Route gently rises and curves right. Ignore junction

Sir John de Graham
Castle

coming up. At t-junction soon after track
descends, take left. Right at next junction.
Route rises then falls to another t-junction, turn left then right. Follow this back
to the very first junction. Straight ahead
to finish.

Open Street Map

Kirk o’Muir

Seasonal Recipe

2021 Open Day

Malcolm’s Marmalade

Just letting you all know that, due to circumstances

Marmalade is a very old preserve, hence the imperial

we all know about, it has been decided not to have

measures! Enjoy making, eating and sharing.

our normal Open Day in its usual form at Craigend
Farm this August. There is a possibility of a virtual

Ingredients

event in its place. More of that in a later issue.

3lb of oranges. (Seville oranges work well however
other strong varieties are just as good)
1 large grapefruit

4 large lemons (unwaxed)

4 limes (unwaxed)

8 pints of water

8lb granulated sugar

If things regarding control of the pandemic go as government hopes, there could be some sort of event in
the late Autumn instead.

Makes ~13lb; using half quantities works equally well.

Woodland Update

Method

There is a Woodland Supplement included along with

Give all the fruit a good wash and place in a large sauce-

this newsletter with a lot of information. However,

pan or preserving pan. Bring to the boil and simmer

Woodland group volunteer days are on hold until so-

gently for 90 minutes until you can easily pierce the

cial distancing outdoors rules change. Hopefully there

skins of your fruit with a skewer. Remove the fruit from

will be one wood fuel day, probably in September

the liquid and set aside to cool. When you can handle

again rules permitting.

the fruit with ease cut it into quarters and scrape out
sidual liquid back into the juice and boil for 10 minutes.

Falck E-bike Fund

Strain the juice discarding the pulp and pips.

As you all know the Falck e-bike fund is now exhaust-

the pulp and the pips. Add these, together with any re-

Meanwhile put the sugar into a large container, and
place into a low oven to warm through. This makes it

easier to dissolve.

towards a purchase of one. In addition you can apply
for an interest free loan from the Energy Saving Trust
(EST), repayable over 4 years, to fund the balance -

Thoroughly clean the jars and place them into the same
low oven to warm through ready for potting later.

https://energysavingtrust.org.uk/grants-and-loans/
ebike-loan/

Chop or slice the peel into your favourite size and shape
and put into the reserved juice, add the warm sugar and
bring to the boil over a gentle heat to make sure that is
has all dissolved. Bring this mixture to the boil and continue to boil rapidly without stirring for about 30
minutes. You are aiming to reach setting point.
Leave the marmalade in the hot pan for a short time
until you can see that it is showing signs of setting. The
peel will begin to show signs of becoming ‘suspended’
in the mixture.

0% loans are also available for e-cargo bikes if you
want to do the shopping that way or start a local delivery business. Closing date for this round of EST funding is 14th March .

Greener Homes
You can get free advice from an Energy Saving Trust
specialist, in your home(?) or over the phone. A specially trained advisor will assess your property and its

energy performance and explain your options for gen-

Ladle the hot marmalade carefully into the warm jars.
Take care at this point as the mixture is still very hot.
Allow to cool a little and then seal your finished jars.
Enjoy!

ed. However, you can still apply for a £500 small grant
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erating your own heat or power at home. Go to https://www.homeenergyscotland.org/contact-advice
-support-funding/

Dark Skies Project
Spring Night Skies - One of the many benefits we have living where

Comet Neowise, Carron Valley Summer’20—Adam Brooker.

we do is the beautiful night sky that appears for us in the evenings.
Whether you are already a keen star gazer, or completely new to it
there’s something for you to look out (or up) for this spring. The Royal
Museums Greenwich (RMG) has put together a list of astronomy
events, many of which can be enjoyed without any telescopes needed. Here are a few for your diary:
Supermoon - April 26th-27th. During a Supermoon the Moon can appear 14% larger and 30% brighter than usual. The Moon’s orbit
around the earth is an ellipse – not perfectly circular. Supermoons
occur when the moon is closest to the Earth on the same night as a

Full Moon, usually three or four times a year. You can enjoy the Supermoon perfectly well with your eyes, although it is also a great chance
to use a telescope or binoculars to see the moon’s surface in more
detail while it is ‘close’ (still well over 220,000 miles away).
Eta Aquarids Meteor Shower – April 19th – May 28th. Peak activity ~4th
May. A Meteor is a small piece of interplanetary matter; when they

enter the Earth’s atmosphere at a very fast speed they are evaporated, and ‘burn up’. What we see is the light from
the white-hot evaporating particles, and the trail is the hot gas gradually cooling down. That’s a shooting star. Meteor Showers occur when several meteors arrive in the Earth’s atmosphere at once, these collections of meteors
come from a particular source. The Eta Aquariid’s Meteor Shower comes from debris left behind by Halley’s Comment.
Supermoon (#2) – 26th May. Another chance to enjoy the Moon up close.
Partial Solar Eclipse – 10th June. Not the night sky but certainly a spectacular sky. On 10 th June the moon will partially eclipse the sun, blocking out almost 20%. The partial eclipse will begin just after 10am and last for two hours,
with the maximum eclipse at 11.13am. The RMG provides guidance for observing the eclipse safely – with special
eclipse glasses or a pinhole camera. Visit the Royal Museum of Greenwich www.rmg.co.uk for some great advice of
photographing Supermoons and Meteor Showers.
A group of residents, supported by VRG, is developing a Dark Skies project across the Carron Valley and District re-

gion. If you’d like to join the group please get in touch with Libi via projectofficer@valleyrenewables.co.uk.
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Christmas Trees

Tree’s Company!

Looking ahead, would folk be interested to have their

It’s a great time of year for planting out a tree or three

own wee Christmas tree patch to tend, shape their

or more, to encourage more wildlife to your patch, fill

own tree for this coming Christmas and future

a space, or just for the exercise. There are lots of year

years? It would be an ideal family / household activity

old saplings, canes and protective spirals ready right

which can take place just about anytime of

now for you to give them a home. To arrange collec-

year. These wee patches would be up in the Commu-

tion contact Dorothy on 07724 405216, or at -

nity Woodland area. If you are interested, please get

dottietrees@gmail.com

in touch …. dottietrees@gmail.com

Bio-diversity Project
With spring in the air and new life and colour in the Valley now is the perfect time to get involved with the Carron
Valley Biodiversity Project.
The project, set up by local residents Adam and Esther Brooker, aims to find out how many species of flora and
fauna are found in the area, and to track trends in populations.
Not only is it fascinating to see how many different species there are across the project area, keeping records
like this allows us to identify changes and new threats to
our native wildlife. They can be very helpful in the protection and conservation of the natural environment.
The Carron Valley Biodiversity Project is hosted on the
free-to-access international citizen science app iNaturalist.
Green immigrant leaf weevil

Sightings can be added when you are out and about
throughout the project area or even from your own gar-

den. One real plus is that you don't need to be an expert in identifying wildlife to take part, far from it. If you are
not sure what you have found, once you have posted a photo of the animal or plant that you spotted the app will

suggest an ID, which will then be verified (or corrected) by experts from across the world. Then, next time you see
it, you will know what it is.
The group behind the project are keen to get as many people involved as possible. Now is the time to join in.
Looking for and identifying wildlife is a great way to shake
up your regular daily walks and to get children interested
and excited about nature. The beauty of iNaturalist is that
you can learn with your children, you don't need to have
the answers and know all the species already.
With over 200 observations and almost 150 species already, the project has recorded species a large as an osprey and as small as an orange-tip butterfly. Twitchers
might be interested in the recently spotted red crossbills,
and I would hazard a guess that the cucumber spider will
be a new species for most of us. Newts and a pine martin
have also been recorded in the project area.
The project hosts a fascinating and beautifully colourful collection of flora and fauna. And there is bound to be
more to discover as a new Spring comes to the region.
The Carron Valley Biodiversity project is available via the i-naturalist app and on desktop. It is free to join you
simply need to create an account and start logging your sightings. You can also see recorded sightings without
needing to log in at all.
Please visit https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/carron-valley-biodiversity-project to join in and find out more.
LN

Humorous Poster Competition
As you all know, parts of our local community are beset with other people’s rubbish and litter. ‘Friends of North
Third’ group is focussing particularly on that area, and seeks to make a difference to the state of the surrounds of
the reservoir. Regular litter picks take place but your help is needed in creating some reminder signage. Ideally
this would be both educational, humorous and /or quirky. The best ones will be made into signs and placed at
strategic locations, initially in the North Third area, but then elsewhere. Here are some examples of what we
mean. Closing date end of March. Please send to admin@valleyrenewables.co.uk.

Get Election Ready
6th May is the date of the next election. Are all you over-16s remembering

that you have to do two things to vote?
1. Register to vote before 19th April if you haven’t done so before.
2. If you would like a postal vote this time round, do that by 6 th April.
https://www.saa.gov.uk/central/electoral-registration-postal-proxy-votes/

Our Elected Representatives
Here’s how to contact the folk who represent Carron Valley and District in the UK, Scottish and local governments. Don’t let them think everything’s fine for you, if it isn’t. They can’t guess what the problems are, so tell
them. I’m sure they would like your ideas for improvements as well I’m sure, even a pat on the back and a ‘well
done’ wouldn’t go amiss.

Bruce Crawford MSP
Alyn Smith MP
Cllr Christine Simpson
Cllr Scott Farmer
Cllr Neil Benny

bruce.crawford.msp@parliament.scot
alyn.smith.mp@parliament.uk
simpsonc@stirling.gov.uk
farmers@stirling.gov.uk
bennyn@stirling.gov.uk

01786 471 899
0207 219 3000
01786 233 126
01786 233 131
01786 233 124

Spring I-Spy in the Woods
Spring is more welcome than ever this year. As the seasons change, you’ll notice nature starting to wake up from its winter sleep. Here are 6 things to look
out for in the Community Woodland, or near you, showing the change of the
seasons. Whether you are out with the kids, the dogs or getting some fresh air
yourself, see how many you can find as spring starts to appear in the woods.
Look out for Birds collecting twigs and moss to build their nests.
You’ll also hear them as they sing to attract a mate or warn rivals off

Small Grants
1st July’20 - 24th Feb’21
(8 months) is

£25,316.45
Have you put an

their patch. Listen carefully and you might be able to hear the differ-

application in yet?

ences in the songs.
Look carefully and you might notice some frogspawn around the
edges of the pond. It takes frogspawn about 12-14 weeks to hatch

Contact Us

and become a frog. If you find some be sure to come back and
visit the frogs too.
As they wake up for the spring, both red and grey squirrels will be
found jumping through the treetops. Keep your eyes peeled, and if
you can record any signings at www.scottishsquirrels.org.uk. You
might also want to get involved in the Carron Valley Red Squirrels project.

Get in touch for more info.
VRG Secy: Barbara Wilson
01324 822 717 (evenings)

info@valleyrenewables.co.uk

Spring is the time for new shoots and buds to appear. Have a close

Visit us on the web at:- http://

look at trees branches as you pass by. You may not see the buds at

www.valleyrenewables.co.uk

first glance but look closer and you will. As spring progresses they

or Carron Valley Connections

will get bigger and new leaves will burst through.
While you are walking round the woods, keep an eye out for animal

on our Facebook group

and bird tracks on the paths. You might be surprised how many

Community Council Secy:

different prints you will see.

Dorothy Breckenridge
cvdcc.sec@gmail.com

Bees will start to make an appearance in spring. Queens may be
looking for a nest site from as early as February through to April.
Britain is home to over 24 species of bumble bee, one species of

Edited by: Margaret Porter

honey bee and over 200 species of solitary bees. The Bumble Bee
Conservation Trust has a great guide to identifying bumble bees as they zoom
past you along woodland paths - www.bumblebeeconservation.org.
Any sightings of flora and fauna that you see in the Community Woodland can

But Please...

be added to the Carron Valley Biodiversity Project and would be a great help

….ensure any visit to the Commu-

in supporting us to understand the diversity of species in the area.

nity Woodlands is carried out

www.inaturalist.org/projects/carron-valley-biodiversity-project.
Icons by Freepik via www.flaticon.com
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within C-19 guidance at the time,
and maintain social distancing during your visit. Thank you.

And Finally
The deadline for articles or ideas for the Spring / Summer newsletter is 20 th May. Please send
these to chair@valleyrenewables.co.uk before that. Just entitle your email - Newsletter Copy.
Thanks in advance.

