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COMMUNITY WOODLAND PROJECT
Big news! Our community now owns about 52 acres of woodland near Carron Valley village!
The reason for this newsletter is to introduce the project, to explain our plans for the site, and to invite you to get involved.
We have a number of projects planned over the next three years, as we begin the long process of transforming the site from
a commercial forest into an amenity woodland that our whole community can enjoy. Our plans so far include clearing bands
of windblown and damaged trees providing an initial source of Community wood fuel, planting a large area of native broadleaf woodland, footpath creation and digging wildlife ponds. Here’s the plan so far.

Our Woodland’s Ecology
Bats, Bikers, Bumblebees, Bullfinches and Butterflies;
Crossbills, Dippers, Dragonflies and Dog Walkers;
Frogs, Goldfinches and Herons; Jays, and Kingfishers;
Meadowsweet, Moorhens and Newts; Otters and Owls;
Pine Martens, Redpolls and Red Squirrels;
Siskins and Toads; Woodpeckers Spotted and Green.
These are just some of the species of wildlife, already present in our recently acquired Community Woodland, which currently comprises mainly Sitka and Norway Spruce, with some natural wet meadow. As of 2007, there are already 1.3 million
acres of Sitka Spruce in Scotland (Moore, 2011), most of which is in Scotland, so we hope you will all join us in helping to
convert our patch into something different and much more special.
We have already received suggestions to use some of the existing plantation for community Christmas trees and community
wood fuel. Creation of new ponds will provide a different but complementary habitat to the nearby reservoir. In fact a series
of ponds could be connected by accessible paths and boardwalks, with scope for later addition of observation hides.
Over time, it is possible to increase the diversity of tree species, and tree ages, perhaps including a community orchard; hazel-cobb nut coppices, together with coppice stands for better quality hardwood fuel and willow for basket weaving. As future specimen trees and other permanent features are identified, these can be used to locate bat and bird (including owl)
nest boxes. A red squirrel feeding and observation site has also been suggested along with a pine marten den. In fact recent
research indicates that pine martens may help to protect native red squirrel populations from their North American grey
rivals. The theory is that red squirrels are light enough to escape from pine martens but the fatter greys are a tasty pine martin meal.
This is a great opportunity for us to enhance a natural space for relaxing, observing nature and foraging. Robert Ferguson,
David Sparkes and others have made a herculean effort to bring this site into our ownership, but we still have only five volunteers working on the project, plus the part time professional assistance of
Peter Mitchell of Watston Forestry. With the help of VRG the current group of
volunteers have created a great opportunity for us all. However, it will not realise its full potential without additional volunteer help from you, the community. Volunteer opportunities include, but are not limited to: developing the
long term management plan; organising volunteer work parties; feeding and
watering volunteer work parties; organising social events; and participating in
all of the above. To find out how to get involved, join the Facebook group—
Carron Valley Community Woodland, or email communitywoodland
@valleyrenewables.co.uk and ask to be put on the mailing list come along to
our monthly group meeting in the Mayfield Centre on the Thursday after the
first Wednesday in each month at 7.30pm.
Isaac Tabner

Woodland Launch Event – Save the Date!
The official community launch event for the woodland will be held on 11th May 2019, from 10.00-14.00 at the woodland
site and weather permitting there will be a BBQ at 12.00. This will be a celebration of all we’ve achieved so far, and an introduction to what we hope to achieve in the future.
Regular volunteer days will then take place throughout the summer. These will include activities such as tree planting and
path clearing and will be a good opportunity to help shape the development of the woodland, as well as being good social
occasions. This summer, the Community days will be taking place from 10am until 1pm on the second Saturday of every
month, i.e.

11th May (launch event), 8th June, 13th July, 10th August and 14th September.

How to stay up to date:
1) Find us on Facebook
The community woodland has a Facebook Group, called “Carron Valley Community Woodland”. To join, simply search for
the group name in the normal Facebook search box, and then follow the steps in the picture below:

We will be using this group to send regular updates on the project, so be sure to join so you can stay in touch.
Whilst you’re there, do also check out the “Carron Valley Connections” group. This is a general community Facebook group
which is run by VRG, and which everybody in the Carron Valley is welcome to join and contribute to.

2) Join our Email list—see over
3) Contact us at communitywoodland@valleyrenewables.co.uk

Community Wood Fuel
One of the aims of the woodland project is to provide a sustainable source of wood fuel for members of our Community, and
this is something we hope to get started with very soon. An area
of windblown trees is soon to be cleared, and the wood stacked
in manageable 2 metre (trailer sized) and 1 metre (car boot sized)
lengths. This wood will then be made available for Community
members to collect, and is for residents of our Community only.
Please get in touch if you are interested in this. To register your
interest in the wood fuel programme, please
Email: communitywoodland@valleyrenewables.co.uk.

How to Get Involved
You might think you’ve not heard much about it so far, but these things take time and communication has not been easy to
date. Perhaps the community woodland was not your favourite project initially but we are all now proud owners of it. Come
along , get involved and help shape it for the future you want. Maybe you live on the opposite side of the Community and
think ‘that’s way over there and far too far away’ - why not team up with a neighbour or two and pop over just to find out
what’s going on? We’d love to see you. Old clothes, wellies and gloves and you’re sorted! The woodland sub-group would
love it if you could contribute a few hours of your time now and then. You may think you haven’t any skills to contribute but
I doubt that’s the case. There will be something you can do. Bring the kids / grandkids too.

The Cost Plan
You may remember that, at the outset, we were successful in gaining a grant of
£130,000 from the Scottish Land Fund to meet the purchase price, and a 50% contribution to the revenue costs for the first two years.
We propose to invest a total of £113,000 over 3 years between now and June 2021 in
making the main structural changes to the woodland. Thereafter, the spend will be
largely maintenance and enhancement, for which we are budgeting £10,000 a year.
We may be eligible for grant aid towards some of the habitat improvement works to
offset some of these capital costs. There is also a recurring annual revenue cost of
£15,500 for insurances, professional management fees and our contribution to FES
for parking permits and upkeep of their toilets.
The summary cost plan is set out below. There is a fully detailed cost plan spreadsheet available for anyone interested. Note there will be income from the sale of
mature timber which offsets the cost of the River Carron area improvements, which
is why there are some negative amounts.

Contact Us
You may think this is an awful lot of money. However, this will come from a
‘restricted fund’ held for the Community. The money comes from the Earlsburn and
Kingsburn windfarms operated by Falck, and they have ruled that such money can
only be used for Community wide projects. This is the first large Community project
to match their criteria. So, hopefully, you can see that considerable thought and
effort has gone in to the planning and execution of the project thus far. This a living,
breathing, dynamic Community effort that all are invited to get involved in.

Join the Email List
If you’d like to receive information hot off the presses, rather than waiting for the
next newsletter, drop an email to: -

communitywoodland@valleynewables.co.uk

For more information:
WOODLAND GROUP:
David Sparkes—07980 301 503
communitywoodland
@valleyrenewables.co.uk

SECRETARY:
info@valleyrenewables.co.uk

Just say something like ‘I …….. (Joe Soap) would like to receive Community Woodland
information by email please’.

VISIT US ON THE WEB AT:http://
www.valleyrenewables.co.uk

‘LIKE’ US ON FACEBOOK:@carronvalleycommunity
woodland.

