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CVDCC Chair’s Message 
 By now all residents will have received an invitation to apply for a grant to help pay for in-
terlinked fire alarms. The Community Council thanks Valley Renewables for organising the 
payments and admin for this scheme, and I do hope that all eligible residents apply (see 
p7).  Do not leave it too late as your house insurance may be at risk if the alarms are not in 
place.        

The Community Council is in the process of liaising with our neighbouring CCs to see if we 
can address any problems that we share, we will let you know how things progress.   

I do hope you have a good festive season.                   PH 

Valley Renewables Group welcomes two new members to the Board: David Petch joins as 
trustee-director and Jenny Holdsworth as apprentice trustee-director. David has lived in 
Carron Valley for many years, has long-served as a community councillor and always has 
the community's best interests at heart. Jenny responded to the Board's call for an ap-
prentice director with enthusiasm, the role offers a great experience that will stand well 
for future work and voluntary opportunities while bringing a more youthful voice perspec-
tive to the Board.  We look forward to working with both.  

New Venture Fund 

Would you like to test an idea that you think may bring in income to you and your house-
hold? Valley Renewables Group has a scheme, the New Venture Fund, that allows you to 
take the first steps in creating a micro or small business, or developing new opportunities 
for an existing business. Stirlingshire is said to have the highest level of home based busi-
nesses anywhere in Scotland, and rural areas are ideal for pursuing ventures and building 
greater self-sufficiency. More details can be found on this page of VRG's website:  

https://www.valleyrenewables.co.uk/grants/new-venture-fund/ . Alternatively, if you'd 
like more information, send an email to:  
info@valleyrenewables.co.uk and someone will get back to you.         NS

VRG Chair’s Report 

Unless you have ‘ostrich’ as your middle name, you couldn’t fail to be 
aware of the Cop 26 Climate Summit the other week. In many respects 
our small Community is ahead of the game in regard to its contribution 
towards reduction in the use of fossil fuels. For many years we have been helping resi-
dents to ‘green up’ their homes and life styles, but there is very much more we could be 
doing.  It is never going to be easy to change what we have been used to doing / having, 
but change we must, or risk the continuity of the human race and many other species into 
the future. It would be interesting to work out the total carbon reduction we have been 
responsible for in the past 13 years.  You might think that is a tiddly amount of reduction 
in the grand scheme of things but, if that could be scaled up throughout the land / world, 
it would make a significant impact alongside the efforts of industries. Let’s talk about it.  
Your views and suggestions on Carron Valley Connections.  

Carron Valley & District 

https://www.valleyrenewables.co.uk/grants/new-venture-fund/
mailto:info@valleyrenewables.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/591993784484220/?multi_permalinks=1553528294997426%2C1552705218413067%2C1552705171746405&notif_id=1637509839309233&notif_t=group_activity&ref=notif


Community Woodland Update 
Trees grow almost regardless.  Good summer weather encouraged some of our volunteers out to help with building a hiber-
naculum, checking the recently planted saplings and loosing or removing the posts and stakes of those sturdy enough to 
grow on their own. Sitka removal was ongoing. Time spent enjoying the sunshine and views from the new seats and imagin-
ing the woodland in generations to come – fruitful areas and coppiced woods full of wildlife, with children running round the 
paths or dragonfly spotting by the pond, Community gatherings sharing the joys of working together and the fruit of their 
efforts.   

A survey for planting of fruit trees, bushes, and other plants suitable for foraging will form the basis of future plantings. A 
report has been received and plans are being made. So, get involved if you want to know what will be where. 

The family forest day in the summer was a success and hopefully those taking part will repeat the ‘Forests are Fun’ activities 
on a regular basis. 

Some work has been completed with newly planted aspen extending south beyond the pond, minor path repairs and a new 
accessible path to the pond.   

However, the main work of felling in the northern sections of the woodland has been delayed again repeatedly by factors out 
with our control.  This has meant that our wood fuel weekend has 
had to be postponed till early in the New Year.   

Next year’s aspirations include—  

 Community planting of the felled areas with native trees 

 Starting the forage-forest areas 

 Some gatherings to enjoy the woodlands.  

 Children’s ‘Forests are Fun’ days 

 A second ecological survey. 

 Wood fuel event in the late spring 

… Come along ….Get involved….Shape the future... 

4th Dec - Don’t forget to choose your Christmas Tree. This is 
the final volunteer day of the year when everyone can come 
along and get involved.  Youngsters (and not so youngsters) 
to bring along a responsible adult to help them mark their 
Christmas tree from the Community patch; plus a bit of Sitka 
pulling, path tidying, coffee and mince pies consumption.  DB    

 

Woodland Dates 
Woodland Volunteer days 

Dec 4  Christmas Tree selecting, etc. 

2022 

Jan TBD Wood fuel weekend - Registrations form en- 
   closed. 

Feb 19  TBD 

March 19 Seed & seedling swap session (joint with Carron 
   Growers), etc 

April 9/10 Wood fuel weekend 

May 21 TBD 

June 18 Summer in the woods day… 

July 16  TBD 

Aug 13  Produce swap, etc 

17 Sept Produce swap, etc 

Oct 15  POMONA Apple Day & BBQ  

Nov 19  TBD 

Dec 10  Christmas Tree selecting, etc 

Find out more:   

communitywoodland@valleyrenewables.co.uk  

mailto:communitywoodland@valleyrenewables.co.uk


Pomona Apple Day 

 

 

The long-postponed, and eagerly awaited, second Pomona Apple and Woodland Day on 16th October, was a great Community 
and family day out for about 50 residents and 13 children at the Community Woodland.  

Drum Farm provided a wonderful barbeque and delicious cakes, many with an appley theme. They had some rivals in the mar-
quee, where cakes, jams, chutneys, muffins and dried apple rings showed the inventiveness of the cooks of Carron Valley and 
the versatility of our local fruits. A range of varieties of apples, eaters and cookers, were on show, all from gardens in the area.  

An apple crusher and juicer was put to work and fresh apple juice was drunk on the spot, or taken home to be drunk (or fer-
mented) later. There was even a bottle of pear juice produced. Nothing was wasted however, as 
the local pigs enjoyed the residue of the crushed fruit. 

Yvonne Jamieson brought some fun things for children to do, making pompom apples and 
buntings, colouring, drawing and stencils. That corner of the marquee was buzzing! 

Many of the fruit trees and bushes planted in ‘20-’21 are 
still too young and too small to produce much fruit but it 
looks like Pomona Day could become an instant yearly 
tradition, as it is already being listed on the 2022 events’ 
page. By next year, we could be producing even more 
varieties of apples, and eating and drinking our own 
healthy produce.             CL 

Red Squirrel Update The Night Sky 

Apple Fun The Technical Team! 

The red squirrel population in Scotland 
has been under threat from the more 
aggressive non-native grey squirrel and 
the spread of squirrel pox. 

The Central belt, including the Carron 
Valley area, is a buffer zone between red 
dominated areas and encroaching greys. 

We can help by finding out where there 
are reds and greys within the Carron Val-
ley & District area, encouraging the reds alongside grey squir-
rel management.   

Four volunteer families hosted a squirrel box for 6 weeks dur-
ing late summer early autumn to gather squirrel hair evi-
dence of which of the species was present. Microscopes were 
used to practise identification, not an easy task, but the reds 
are around. A wee team of folk have volunteered to identify 
the hairs as being from reds or greys and add these to the 
SSRS location maps.  

There will be a survey each spring for the next few years to 
find out where reds and greys are. Anyone can get involved. 

A squirrel feeder and peanuts will be supplied and a record-
ing paper for squirrel hairs from the feeders will be collected.  

There are a couple of wildlife cameras which can be loaned 
out for volunteers to capture images of what is visiting their 
squirrel box.   

Its really easy to get involved – one introduction session for 
the survey, one to collect the information – with lots of fun 
watching the antics…           DB 

 

In various places around Scotland and the North of England, 
many have been  lucky enough and also in the right place, to 
view the Aurora Borealis in the night sky. A local Buckieburn 
resident enjoyed this display, including the Great Bear, earli-
er in November.  

Those of you who are in an area that doesn’t tend to suffer 
from light pollution, may wish to be alerted to the next such 
opportunities. Information about how you can receive alerts 
can be found on:  

https://aurorawatch.lancs.ac.uk/alerts/  

 

https://aurorawatch.lancs.ac.uk/alerts/


 

Carron Valley Growers Association 

 

In an act of great Community spirit, and thanks to Kirstin Mackay for lending her land, cou-
pled with a grant from the VRG, the seed-corn of the Carron Valley Growers Association was 
sown at Muirlands last year.  With the hope of supporting biodiversity, a Polytunnel, grow-
ing medium and plants were sourced. Along with some willing volunteers, the work of 
planting and nurturing soon began. The first growing year, which was started a tad late in 
what is quite a short season in our valley, turned out to be a useful learning curve. A riot of 
fruit and vegetables ensued and there were amazingly, pastures of plenty to be harvest-
ed! Given the knowledge gained from the first growing attempt, we now know what does 
well and we hope to be expanding our varieties of crops next year. It’s been such a wonder-
ful opportunity to help grow this little Community and meet new folk coming together who 
are willing to take part in the care of our project. AND the produce is simply delicious!   AL 

The season was short but sweet providing the growers 
with information on what can go outside, and what crops 
are optimal for the polytunnel. Looking to the future, the 
next phased plan for the land is to put in garden beds in 
an allotment style outside and move onto growing 
household crops such as potatoes, brassicas and other 
such staples. The remaining paddocks will be surveyed by 
volunteers from the University of Stirling for advice on 
regenerating them to increase biodiversity and provide a 
wildlife corridor to the surrounding woodland.  The 
Growers AGM provided a clear pathway to the coming 
seasons and a chance to have a laugh and enjoy each 
other’s company.  

The winter crop is in and the seasonal growth has slowed 
as the days have shortened. This is a time of restoration 
and contemplation for things to come. Together we will 
look out for each other and marvel at the beautiful valley we all live in as the seasons wheel 
and change.                       KM 

(Meeting Room Decisions Progression) 



85 responses received out of 272 residents over 16 = 31%.   

69 were in favour of the meeting room (81%) and 16 were not in favour (19%). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Meeting Room Survey Findings 

Response by Respondent Location 

  Overall (85) FK6 (33)  FK7 (49)  

Yes 81% 79% 88% 

No 19% 21% 12% 

Response by Respondent Age 

  Overall (85) 16-24 (3) 25-34 (5) 34-44 (12) 45-54 (11) 55-64 (15) 65+ (36) 

Yes 81% 67% 60% 83% 73% 87% 92% 

No 19% 33% 40% 17% 27% 13% 8% 

Type of Comment Category of comment Number of Comments 

Mentioned in each 

In favour of proposal Advice on design / detail or offer of sup-

port 

15 

Positive regarding value of meeting place 

for neighbours / social groups / families 

& children 

9 

General Positive Comment 7 

Good use of community money 3 

Improvement on previous plan 2 

Concerns Raised Concern on cost / spend of money 4 

Concern over value to whole community 

given distances 

4 

Concern over Vandalism 3 

Concern over draft Business Plan 1 

85 responses received out of 272 residents over 16 = 31%.   

69 were in favour of the meeting room (81%) and 16 were not in favour (19%). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recommendations and next steps (taken from the report).  

It is recommended that this consultation be approved by VRG and CVDCC as robust, and its results valid.  With a significant 
majority of respondents (81%) in favour of the plans progressing, it is recommended that VRG and the CVDCC proceed with the 
proposed plans, following the steps outlined within the consultation briefing, detailed in the diagram on the bottom  of the 
previous page (p4).  

It is recommended that those involved in furthering the project review the comments above, and that specific ideas, requests, 
and concerns are discussed and answered by the subgroup as the project processes. 

Lastly, it is recommended that the expanded Community Meeting Room Subgroup and VRG develops, agrees and follows clear 
milestones in reporting and Community input, while refining plans ahead of seeking funding approval. 

The VRG Board and Community Council have meetings in December to consider the next steps. If you’ve been keen to re-
spond,  please do get involved to make a Community meeting room become a reality.   

If you’d like more information, want to offer advice, support or a helping hand, contact - dottiebreck@gmail.com.    DB 

mailto:dottiebreck@gmail.com.


 

 

 

From a Tiny Walnut….. 
VRG extends a warm welcome to new residents at Cauldbarns and elsewhere in our Community. 
They are joining a Community of great longevity - over 5000 years or so to be a bit imprecise  How 
do we know this? Well in 2017 Valley Renewables, with the help of the Lottery Heritage Fund, com-
missioned an archaeological excavation of two important heritage sites in our Valley- John de Gra-
ham’s Castle and Kirk o’ Muir graveyard. The excavation was led by Murray Cook, Stirling Council’s 
archaeologist.  

Both sites have considerable historical importance. John de Graham fought with William Wallace at the Battle of Falkirk and 
Kirk o’ Muir may have hosted conventicles of the Covenanters who were active in the area. However, it was the excavation at 
de Graham’s castle that points to the provenance of our Community. A small burnt walnut established the presence of neolith-
ic human activity around 3000 BC.  We cannot be sure whether this was an early settlement, or just from a travelling group. 
Maybe they were having a bit of a rave as has happened unofficially on more than one occasion there in recent times, causing 
some concern. What we do know is that the ancestors of modern day residents found Carron Valley and District an attractive 
part of the world to be in.  

So next time you bite into a walnut whip think of that small burnt nut and where it led. Full details of the excavation at both 
sites can be found on the Valley Renewables website.  

 

Your Area of Expertise?? 
We hear that snow could be 
heading our way. Apart from 
getting ready for the possibil-
ity of finding it more difficult 
to travel around, this is a time 
to enjoy the new look of the 
countryside, and search for 
signs of who or what has been 
there before you. It bring out 
the child in all of us. It could 
be a creature taking giant 
leaps across the deep powder, 
or a tiny wee thing struggling 
to get from A to B over the 
snow pack.  

Those apart, there are some 
wonderful small fungi in the 
winter which bring splashes of 

colour. Keep your eyes open 
for these beauties. 

Snow’s Coming 



  

You will probably be aware that all households in Scotland require to have installed interlinked 
smoke and heat alarms by February 2022. Failure to do so may affect your insurance cover.  

Following an initiative by the Community Council, and in collaboration with Valley Renewables 
Group, the latter is making a grant available on application from November 8th 2021, of up to a 
maximum of £220, for the purchase and/or installation of the interlinked alarms (in principal 
residence only - not holiday lets or second homes. The maximum amount is based on the 
Scottish Government’s average estimate of the cost.  

A detailed explanation of the requirements is available at www.mygov.scot/home-fire-safety 

In brief: 

By February 2022 every home will need to have: 

• one smoke alarm in the room you spend most of the day, usually your living room 
• one smoke alarm in every circulation space on each storey, such as hallways and landings 
• one heat alarm in the kitchen 

All smoke and heat alarms should be mounted on the ceiling and be interlinked. If you have a carbon-fuelled appliance, like a 
boiler, fire, heater or flue you must also have a carbon monoxide detector. This does not need to be linked to the fire alarms. 

All this, additional details and a grant application form may be found at: www.valleyrenewables.co.uk. 

Here’s how to contact the folk who represent Carron Valley and District in the Scottish, UK and local governments. Don’t let 
them think everything’s fine for you, if it isn’t. They can’t guess what the problems are, so tell them. I’m sure they would like 
your ideas for improvements as well; even a pat on the back and a ‘well done’ wouldn’t go amiss. 

       Evelyn Tweed MSP  evelyn.tweed.msp@parliament.scot 0131 348 5088 

       Alyn Smith MP   alyn.smith.mp@parliament.uk   0207 219 3000 

       Cllr Christine Simpson simpsonc@stirling.gov.uk    01786 233 126 

       Cllr Scott Farmer   farmers@stirling.gov.uk     01786 233 131 

       Cllr Neil Benny   bennyn@stirling.gov.uk     01786 233 124 

 Interlinked Fire and Heat Alarms Grant 

Our Elected Representatives 

Investment Fund 
Since April 2020 we have transferred £375,000 into our Investment Fund. Starting with £350,000 in 2020, and a further 
£25,000 in July of this year. The current (16/11/21) value of the fund, net of fees, is £452,485, an increase of 14.68% over the 
last 12 months. Since inception, the community’s Legacy Fund has increased in value by £77,485. All the income from the fund 
is currently reinvested, with the aim of building a legacy whereby the interest can be drawn on by future generations without 
eroding its capital value.                            RF 

Seasonal Recipe - Spicy Glazed Gammon 
Serves 12-20 : Make on Christmas Eve and 
serve thereafter.  

Prep: 20 mins plus soaking. Cook: 4.5 hours  
 

Ingredients 
10-12 lb Gammon joint 
1 or 2 large bottles of Cider  
8 oz Apricot jam 
2 tbsp Curry powder 
12 Clementines 
1 oz Butter 
Fresh Herbs to garnish 

1. Soak the joint overnight or marinade in cider for up to 4 days, turning 
daily. 

2. Drain and place in fresh water in a large pan. Bring to the boil and simmer 
30 mins. 

3. Drain off all the water and return the joint to the pan, pour over the cider 
and sufficient water to cover. Bring to the boil again and simmer for 
15mins per pound, covered. 

4. Drain. Cool slightly, and peel or cut away the rind while still warm. 
5. Heat the oven to Mark 7/425F/220C. Mix the jam and curry powder. 

spread generously over the joint and brown in the oven. 
6. Peel the clementines, dot with butter and bake in the oven with the gam-

mon for 10 mins.  
7. Serve the joint, with the clementines, garnished with fresh herbs. 

http://www.mygov.scot/home-fire-safety
https://www.valleyrenewables.co.uk
mailto:evelyn.tweed.msp@parliament.scot
mailto:alyn.smith.mp@parliament.uk
mailto:simpsonc@stirling.gov.uk
mailto:farmers@stirling.gov.uk
mailto:bennyn@stirling.gov.uk


Contact Us 

Get in touch for more info.  

VRG Secy: Barbara Wilson 

01324 822 717 (evenings) 

info@valleyrenewables.co.uk  

Visit us on the web at: -  

www.valleyrenewables.co.uk   

or Carron Valley Connections  

Community Council Secy:   

cvdcc.sec@gmail.com 

Edited by: Margaret Porter 

Small Grants 

Calendar Year : 01/01-14/11/21 

39 Household - £18,320 

9 Young Persons  - £921 

4 Student Bursaries - £2,000 

11 Community Groups  - £10,458 

1 Fire Alarms - £168 

Total  - £31,867 

If you need to divert the youngsters so that you get on with something else yourself 
over the holiday period, here are a couple of suggestions that will suit up to 5 or 6y.o. 
(or over 65s!). 

REINDEER DUST RECIPE (https://www.rhet.org.uk/media/1737/reindeer-dust-

recipe.pdf) 

Ingredients: 

• Some hay (from B&M, Pets at Home, your dad’s barn) 
• Table spoon of oats 
• Pinch of sugar 
• 3 popcorn (either ready to eat ones or pop your own) 
• 2 crispies (with ‘wishes’ inside) 
• Paper bags; cratons or pencils; scissors; tablespoons; bowl. 
Method: 
 Each young person gets 1 paper bag. Decorate by using the crayons / pencil. 
 Once decorated, add - handful of hay cut up into small pieces,  tablespoon of 

oats, pinch of sugar, 3 pieces popcorn, 2 crispies (complete with wishes inside) 
 Once all in the bag, shake gently. 
 Roll over the top of the bag until the ‘Reindeer Dust’ is needed. 
 When the time is right, scatter the dust outside on a cold, frosty night near Christ-

mas time.  
 

[Note for Mums & Dads - Hay can be dusty so take care if the maker is asthmatic. Al-
so, although most of the ingredients are edible, the Reindeer Dust is for Reindeer and 
Santa’s other helpers only and not for children themselves to eat]. 

All the ingredients are biodegradable and the bag can be kept for the next ‘ration’. 

 

COLOURING IN COMPETITION 

Here’s one from amongst a host of others at: https://
topcoloringpages.net/. 

Make a larger copy of this and set the youngsters to it. 
Photograph the finished article and send with name and 
age before 5th Jan to: admin@valleyrenewables.co.uk 

There will be 2 categories - up to 3y.o. and 4-6y.o.   EJ 

Children’s Diversions  

And One for the Grown Ups? 
https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/
elfyourself/id582486077  

Download this free app. Take head-
shot photos of all your family mem-
bers, then watch your them dance 
to the music as an elf!        EJ 

 

You might need a glass or two of Mulled Wine beforehand, 
which you’ve made yourself, for full enjoyment .Here’s the 
recipe.    

MULLED WINE 

Bottle of red wine   ½carton fruit juice 
Orange sliced with skins on Cinnamon stick or 2 tsp powder 
6 Cloves or ½tsp powder  ½” square grated ginger or 1tsp   
4 Cardamon pods (opt)   ground ginger 
½tsp Coriander seeds (opt) ½tsp ground or grated nutmeg 
2-6oz Dark brown sugar according to taste 

Put all into a big pan and bring to a gentle simmer. It’s now 
ready to drink or can be kept warm. Strain the mix if you wish, 
or suck it through your teeth! Enjoy. 

May the calories of Christmas disappear by New Year! Season’s Greetings. 

mailto:info@valleyrenewables.co.uk
http://www.valleyrenewables.co.uk
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